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on the 8rd April, Mr. Thompson delivered 
his reply to Mr. Frederick Douglass’ defence 
of the American Constitution, in the City 
Hall, Glasgow, Baillie Thomson presiding ; 
on the 11th, in the evening, in the Rotundo, 
Dublin, Dr. Haneock in the chair; on the 
12th, at the same place, the Rev. Dr. Urwick 
residing ; on the 16th, in the Central Hall, 
Routh Shields, Alderman Glover in the chair ; 
on the 17th he was entertained at a soiree 
held in the Assembly Room, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, Matthew Forster, Esq., in the chair. 
At all these meetings resolutions condemna- 
tory of Slavery, and ex ressing the strongest 
sympathy with the abolitionists of the United 
States, were unanimously adopted. In all 
the places which Mr. Thompson has visited, 
he has held private conferences with anti- 
slavery friends, in every instance with en- 
couraging results. Mr. Thompson is still 
continuing his labours in the North, 

The merchants and manufacturers of Man- 
chester are circulating for signatures, a 
Memorial to Lord John Russell, suggesting 
the creation of a floating consulate for the 
East Coast of Africa, witha view to the open- 
ing of it to legitimate commerce, and the 
appointment to the post, of Mr. J. L. M‘Leod, 
whose qualifications for it are indisputable. 
We give the text in another column. 

The Rev. T. Bourne, Foreign Secretary of 
the African Civilization Society, has issued 
a circular with the authority of the London 
Committee, setting forth the “plans contem- 
plated for action.” They are thus specified : 

“1. To form a Society, with auxiliary branches, 
in this country, to aid the African Civiliza- 
tion Society of New York, conjointly with us, to 
carry out the objects of — the Christian 
civilization of Africa, by means of Christian 
coloured settlers from America; and to instruct 
the natives in improved modes of art, manu- 
factures, and the cultivation of the soil. 

2. To form in Great Britain a commercial 
Company to employ the services of coloured agents 
of the above description in Yoruba and other 
districts of Central Africa, especially on or near 
the Niger, to purchase, collect, and forward 
articles of African commerce, especially cotton, 
sugar, rice, palm-oil, &c.; and in return to sell 
to the natives of Africa the various articles of 
British manufacture. 

“Tt is understoodthat these plans, though 
separate, have a beneficial influence upon each 
other. The Secretary is authorised to state, that 
a gentleman who has contributed liberally to- 
wards the African Civilization Society will take 
stock to the amount of 2000/. sterling in a 
‘Central-African Commercial Company,’ so that 
the settlers may be sure of work at the outset 
when they arrive, and at once be able to carry 
out their plans. Such a Company would do ver 
much to hasten the result aimed at. Shall the 
Company be soon formed ?” 


Unitep States. Considerable sensation 
had been created, in consequence of the com- 
mittal of a Mr, Hyatt to prison, for contempt 
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of the United-States Senate, He had been 
summoned to give evidence in the Harper’s 
Ferry investigation, but refused to do so, on 
the plea that the Senate had no jurisdiction. 
The Hon. C, Sumner and others had made 
speeches upon this stretch of power, and the 

v. Dr. Cheever has also spoken loudly 
against it. 

A very exciting scene had taken place in 
the House of Representatives on the 5th of 
April. The House had resolved itself into a 
Committee of Ways and Means, and Mr. 
Lovejoy, of Illinois, having the ear of the 
House, proceeded to deliver a speech on the 
subject of Slavery. In the ardour of his de- 
clamation, he approached the line which 
divides the Depiilion. from the Democratic 
side of the House, which caused a great up- 
roar, and nearly a general fight. Order was 
restored after considerable trouble, and Mr. 
Lovejoy concluded his address. It was a 
scathing condemnation of Slavery, and we 
shall endeavour to find room for it in our 
next. 

On the 20th of March, Mr. Blake intro- 
duced a Bill to repeal the Fugitive Slave 
Law of 1850. He subsequently offered the 
following resolution : 

‘¢ Whereas, The chatteling of mankind, and the 
holding of persons as ai erty, is contrary to 
natural justice and the fundamental principles of 
our political system, and is notoriously a reproach 
to our country throughout the civilized world, 
and a serious hindrance to the progress of re- 
publican liberty throughout the nations of the 
earth. Therefore, 

“* Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary be, and the same are hereby instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a Bill 
giving freedom to every human being, and inter- 

icting Slavery, wherever Congress has the con- 
stitutional power to legislate on that subject.” 


The resolution was negatived by a vote of 
109 against 60. 

The Kentucky pro-slavery rowdies have 
placed Mr, Cassius M. Clay in great personal 
danger, in consequence of his interference to 
prevent the expulsion of some Republicans 
from Bereaa, who had made themselve ob- 
noxious to the pro-slavery party. He was 
expecting to be attacked by force, and was 
resolved to resist to the death. 

Stevens and Hazlett, the last of the 
Harper’s Ferry insurrectionists, had been 
hanged on the 16th of March. 

The Rev. Mr. King and the Hon. M. 
M‘Kellar, who were recently in England, to 
promote the prosperity of the Elgin Settle- 
ment, Canada West, had arrived at Toronto 
in safety. They only just missed returning 
by the unfortunte Hungarian. Quite an ova- 
tion awaited them. 

A very serious dissension has arisen in the 
Rey. Dr. Cheever’s church, on the subject 
of Trustees and the mission of Miss Johnson 
to England, to solicit aid from British abo- 
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litionists. The parties have gone to law, 
with every prospect of protracted litigation. 
The question arises, namely: ‘To which 
party will the money go which Miss John- 
son has raised, or may raise, in this country ? 
and how will it be appropriated?” We in- 
tended giving a lengthened report of this 
affair, but are prevented from doing so this 
month. 

The 
says: 

“The British Anti-Slavery Reporter will be 
glad to receive our assurance, given on the au- 
thority of Dr. Cheever himself, that the state- 
ments it copies from The New-York Times and 
The New- York Observer, charging him with tole- 
rating a slaveholder in the church of the Puritans, 
are entirely false. The story is one of a multi- 
tude by which unscrupulous pro-slavery men are 
seeking to blacken the good name of Dr. Cheever. 
It is not unlikely that the original author of the 
calumny, if he can be found, may be required to 
answer for it in a court of law.” 


A man named James C. Bungings has 
been lynched at Chappell’s dépdt, South 
Carolina, for endeavouring—as it is alleged— 
to induce the slaves to run away to the 
North. Papers are said to have been found 
upon his person, implicating him in the 
Harper’s Ferry tragedy, and he was hanged 
by the mob. 

The infamous Bill for excluding free ne- 
= from Missouri under the penalty of 

ecoming slaves, has passed the Senate by a 
vote of 25 to 7. At the last regular session 
the Bill passed, but met with a veto from the 
Governor. This vote would indicate its pas- 
sage over the veto. If it becomes a law, it 
will reduce to Slavery thousands of tree 
coloured persons, and their descendants. 

In 1850 a family of free coloured persons, 
named Polly, were kidnapped from Law- 
rence County, Ohio, and hurried into Slavery 
in Cabell County, Virginnia. Efforts have 
since been made to obtain their freedom 
through the Courts of Virginia, but without 
success as yet. Every sort of quibble is re- 
sorted to, to hold them, and the present Legis- 
lature of Ohio has passed a joint resolution 
appropriating 1000 dollars to defray expenses 
of litigation in Virginia for the reclamation 
of the Polly family. The resolution passed 
the Senate by a vote of 20 to 7. 

John Jay, of New York, has appeared be- 
fore the Court of Appeals as amicus curie in 
the Lemmon slave case, to argue that no 
bona fide case was before the Court, and 
that no decision should be made. He pro- 
duced documentary evidence to prove that 
the slaves were in Canada, beyond the juris- 
diction of the Court, and that the owners, 
having received payment for the slaves, had 
acknowledged the compensation, and had no 
further claim ; and that these being the only 
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parties interested, nothing wassleft but an 
immature case between the States of Virginia 
and New York. Although the evidence was 
produced by Mr. Jay to substantiate his 
position, it is the opinion of lawyers that the 
Court cannot consider the same, since no 
opportunity has been afforded the parties in 
interest to controvert the facts. 

A Bill has been introduced in the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana, for the transportation of 
all negroes convicted of capital crimes to the 
State of Massachusetts. The Bill passed its 
first reading, and was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Federal Relations. 

Gerrit Smith continued to improve in 
health. All the old vigour of mind had 
returned. He cannot, however, bear much 
excitement or fatigue, as his physical system 
is yet weak. 

The captain and mates of the slaver Orion 
had been brought up for examination in 
Boston. The Orion, it will be remembered, 
was captured on the coast of Africa by the 
British steamer Plutus, with 800 slaves on 
board, and the officers delivered to the United- 
States squadron, and transmitted to Boston 
by the sloop-of-war Vincennes. Only one 
witness was examined : this was the master’s 
mate of the U.S. Steamer Mystic, which 
fell in with the Orion before her capture, 
and also afterward: the witness testified to 
the appearance of the vessel on both occa- 
sions, and to the condition of the negroes on 
board when taken. 

William S. Bailey, whose press was de- 
stroyed some time ago at Newport, Ky., by 
a pro-slavery mob, has been ordered to leave, 
with his family, on peril of his life. The 
reason for this is his having brought suit in 
Ohio against those who demolished his print- 
ing-ofhice. The following is a reprint of a 
letter he has addressed to Mr. W. L. Gar- 
rison : 

“ Newport, (Ky.,) March 13, 1860. 
“ My DEAR FrIEND Garrison,—I send you 
a Cincinnati Commercial newspaper by this 
muil, containing a notice of some of my per- 
secutions. I will thank you to say some- 
thing about it in the Liberator. Since 
Messrs. Fee, Rogers, Davis, and other anti- 
slavery men have left the State, and at the 
mere bidding of sluveholders, I have been set 
upon with unrelenting ferocity, increasing 
in insolence in proportion to the timidity they 
create. 

“Non-resistance, doing good for evil, 
giving your coatto him who takes your 
cloak, and shewing mercy to transgressors, 
will never humanize a slaveholder’s heart. 
I have tried all these, and must grasp the 
rifle to meet the savage foe. I am sorry to 
do this, friend Garrison, but the deadly 
weapon is alone respected or feared by them: 
law is treated with contempt. I have some 
friends with me who assist my family and 
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me to watch, night and day, to protect our 
remaining ‘property and our lives, and we 
are all weary with fatigue. 

“J have sued the mobites in Cincinnati, 
and hope to get a fair remuneration for my 
loss. ‘This suit has made them raving with 
malice. They destroy my property because 
I advocate freedom in Kentucky, and when 
I seek redress, they threaten to destroy more, 
and take my life. My expenses are much 
increased by this tirade of persecution, and I 
do hope some able friends will aid me now. 
I shall yield no more to tyrants, but shall 
defend my cause and person until death. 
Liberty can never be won by submitting to 
oppressors. Our firmness shall bring back 
the exiles ordered away by usurpers, and 
they shall be free men upon Kentucky soil: 
no tyrant shall make them afraid. And al- 
though the slaveholding oligarchy have de- 
stroyed my press, they have not destroyed 
the spirit of freedom. They were an organ- 
ized band of housebreakers and sackers, and 
we were unprepared and unaware of such an 
attempt. Now, our shot-guns, pistols, and 
rifles keep them, if not quiet, at a respectful 
distance. But we want aid, and should have 
it very soon. Friend Garrison, the infernal 
pro-slavery mobites cannot drive me out, nor 
can they again destroy my press. 

‘Persons writing to me will please direct 
to ‘ Covington, Kentucky,’ instead of New- 
port, as the postmaster here, J. Q. A. Foster, 
is a leading mobite against me, and I have 
no confidence in his integrity. 

“When my aa is started again, these 
mobites will be better known. 

“‘ Your friend and ever faithful, 
“ Witiiam S. Bariey.”’ 


West Inpres.—Considerable popular dis- 
satisfaction was being manifested in Jamaica, 
owing to the oppressive toll dues levied in 
the various parishes, and large meetings were 
being held to concert measures for abolishing 
what has come to be regarded as an ex- 
cessive nuisance. These dues fall with 
especial severity upon the peasantry, who 
depend upon the sale of provisions for the 
necessaries of life, and the imposition of 
them has a tendency to create much ill-will, 
prejudice, and hatred against the ruling 
powers. 

His Excellency, Governor Eyre, had 
opened the new House of Assembly at 
ANTIG@uUA, on which occasion he delivered a 
long address, the chief portion of which 
is devoted to the immigration question. He 
dwells upon the want of labour in the island, 
and upon the excessive mortality observable 
in the labouring population, owing to the 
want of adequate medical care, and an- 
nounces that he is in correspondence with 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 
the subject of a supply of foreign labour. 
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In Sr. Vincent. the House ofAssembly had 
also met, and it was announced that the 
island immigration fund was sufficient to 
meet the required expenditure for the la- 
bourers who were expected from Madras, 
and for a number of Africans lately captured. 
The Gazette says that the total number of 
Coolies and Africans will be about 800; and 
when they are paid for, as much will remain 
in hand as will pay for as many more; “the 
planters paying half the cost.” 


The Court of Policy of British Gurana 
having voted a resolution raising the salary 
of the Governor from 4000/. to 60007. a year, 
the Creole of the 14th March comments upon 
the fact in the following terms: 


**1¢ is not we who say that the elective mem- 
bers of the court have increased the Governor's 
salary in the hope that it will lead to his being 
somewhat more accommodating in his views on 
immigration than he has been in times past. 
The avowal comes from quarters holding views 
on the subject of immigration in unison with those 
of the elective members themselves, and better 
qualified than we are to speak authoritatively in 
respect to the motives that actuate those mem- 
bers. We take the information on that au- 
thority; and what does it amount to? Simply 
and purely to this, that his Excellency’s advocacy 
of certain views is to be bought by an increase of 
pay. Wecannot see how anybody can put any 
different construction upon it. Whether the 
terms of purchase will ever be made complete, 
whether his Excellency will give the services for 
which this consideration is said to be tendered, 
is another affair. There are of course always 
two parties to a bargain—there must be a buyer 
and a seller in every sale. We know not, and 
we are not told, whether the conditions will be 
perfect in this case, or whether his Excellency 
will be as easily bought as the members of the 
Legislature appear to be ready to buy him. We 
hope not. But if we are to believe the autho- 
rities to which we have just referred, the price 
has been tendered. Walpole held that every 
man’s price could be told in hard cash. Our 
Legislature seems to have fixed that of a Governor 
at 2000/. sterling per annum. That the addition 
of this sum was intended specially for the benefit 
of the present Governor, and not merely as an equi- 
table adjustment of the remuneration attached 
to the office, we learn from the same source; and 
there is corroborative evidence afforded in the 
speculation of Dr. Henery on thechances of his Ex- 
cellency remaining here for another term of four 
or five years. Out of doors, too, it is boldly stated 
that members might find their object defeated by 
the removal of the Governor, and the appoint- 
ment of a successor, like Mr. Hincks of Bar- 
bados, ‘inimical to the interests of the colony.’ 
All this shews clearly enough that these fol 
view the measure iu no other light than as a 
bribe offered to the present ruler, for acting 
against the convictions that he has more than 
once boasted of having entertained from the time 
of his arrival in the colony. Governor Hincks’ 
view are considered inimical to the interests of 
this colony, because it is presumed, and not with- 
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out reason, that he would be opposed to the con- 
tinuance of immigration at the public expense. 
No one, we suppose, would dream of accusin 

him of any disposition to go beyond that, or o 

any wish to prevent the planters from providitig 
themselves with labour at their own expense. 
But, oddly enough, the views which Governor 
Hincks is presumed to entertain are precisely the 
views that Governor Wodehouse has frequently 
enunciated. The only difference is, that the 
former might be disposed to act upon his views, 
while the latter has done little more than make 
speeches on the subject.” 


The Whirlwind had arrived at George- 
town, on the 12th of March, 78 days out 
from China, with 377 immigrants, of whom 
56 were females. The arrival of Chinese 
women had caused muth excitement, as the 
fact was without precedent in the ag 
No deaths had occurred on the passage. It 
had, however, been found necessary to sepa- 
rate the Hong Kong people from the Can- 
tonese, in order to prevent collision, as they 
are hostile to each other. 

The new Heathen-marriage Ordinance 
does not require that the rite should be 
solemnized in due form, but after proper 
public notice, and in the absence of valid 
objections, the Immigration Agent-General 
is to declare the parties to be man and wife, 
and to give them a certificate to that effect. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY DISCUSSION 
IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH. 
In our last summary we referred to an ex- 
citing discussion which had recently taken 
Pa in Plymouth Church, New York, 








under the Rev. H. Ward Beecher’s pastor- 

ship,) on a motion to discontinue its annual 
subscription to the American Board af Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. We re- 
ceive many inquiries respecting the cha- 
racter of that Board, and its actual position 
which the report of the discussion alluded to 
may perhaps do much to elucidate. !We 
take the article from the American Missio- 
nary for March. 


** An exciting but friendly discussion has re- 
cently taken place in Rev. H. Ward Beecher’s 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., that will, we trust, 
be productive of much good to the cause of Mis- 
sions and of Christianity. For many years an 
annual collection has been made for Home 
Missions, and the money given to the American 
Home Missionary Society, and also an annual 
collection for Foreign Missions, and the money 
given to the American Board. In 1855 it was 
arranged that the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation should participate in these collections, 
and the; pastor said, ‘Those who choose can 
write upon the hand-bill in their pews the sum 
they will contribute, and such as contribute now 
can wrap the money in the hand-bill. Both can 
be put into the plates as they are passed around.’ 
This plan did not secure much to the American 
Missionary Association, for few in the audience 
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were prepared to write upon the hand-bill, or even 
had one at command. 

“At a meeting of the church, in a subsequent 
year, it was voted that, inasmuch as the Ameti- 
can Missionary Association was both a Foreign 
and a Home Missionary Society, the money 
annually contributed, and not otherwise desig- 
nated, should be divided, so that the American 
Missionary Association should have half of what 
was collected for home and for foreign Missions. 
This vote was passed, though without design, in 
the pastor’s absence, and the vote was unani- 
mous. It was a reasonable division of the 
money, considering that no portion of the collet- 
tions had, for a long period of years, been given 
to the American Missionary Association. At the 
annual meeting of the church this winter, it being 
known that the pastor had expressed disapproba- 
tion of the vote of the church, the subject was 
referred to a Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Benedict, E. Bowen, and Tappan, who reported 
that the collections be made as formerly, viz. 
for Home and Foreign Missions, leaving it to 
the church to determine, from time to time, what 
Societies should receive the money. 

‘‘When the report was submitted, an effort 
was made to exclude the American Missionary 
Association from all participation in the collec- 
tions, on which a member of the chu®ch, but not 
of the Committee, moved that the church con- 
tribute no more money to the A. B.C. F. M. 
The ground of this last proposition was the com- 
plicity of that corporation with the system of 
American Slavery, by sustaining slaveholding 
Mission churches among the North-American 
Indians. This was the main question at issue, 
although two amendments to the resolution were 
also discussed. The contributions of the church 
to the cause of Missions had been too inconside- 
rable to make tlie question, how they should be 
divided, of much importance; but it was deemed 
important that such a conspicuous church, claim- 
ing, with its minister, to be anti-slavery, should 
assert a righteous principle in a matter so vital 
to freedom and Christianity. 

‘The discussion occupied portions of five 
evenings, three of them being in the lecture- 
room, and two in the church edifice. During 
the three last meetings the audiences were very 
large, as notice had been given from the pulpit, 
and in the newspapers. On the fourth night of 
the debate the pastor of the church, Mr. Beecher, 
made an address, two hours in length, maintain- 
ing— 

*¢That the American Board was the proper 
depository of the contributions of Plymouth 
Charch for Foreign Missions; that the Board 
had, to an unparalleled degree, kept pace with 
public sentiment on the subject of Slavery; that 
it now held anti-slavery doctrines, and had 
faithfully and consistently applied these doctrines 
to Missionary work; and that its record, on this 
whole subject, was clean, clear, and pure.’ 

* At the conclusion of his speech, Mr. Theo- 
dore Tilton obtained the floor for an immediate 
reply, but gave way, owing to the lateness of the 
hour, to a motion for adjournment, with the 
understanding that he should open the debate on 
the following evening. The general interest ex- 
cited by the discussion drew together, on the 
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closing night, an audience that crowded the large 
edifice in every part.* At the close of its deli- 
very Mr. Beecher added a rejoinder, after which 
the ‘ previous question’ was called, and the vote 
taken. The result was (for various reasons, not 
unexpectedly,) as follows : 

‘¢* That three collections for Missions be made 
annually, viz. one for the American Home Mis- 
stonary Society, one for the American Missio- 
nary Association, and one for the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.’ 
4,°*Mr. Beecher had said, that, although the 
age art of the old Board had not wholly met 

is views and wishes, yet in nearly every respect 
he was ready to sustain it as the representative 
of his own principles. He sn it as having 
come fully up to the Gospel standard in this 
matter, and as deserving not censure, but com- 
mendation. He went farther, and expressed 
entire confidence in the anti-slavery character of 
the Board, and said, emphatically, ‘If you cut 
the A. B. C. F. M. off from your charities, you 
cut me off from your confidence.’ 

‘**Mr. Tilton, in his reply, which was replete 
with facts and argument, that riveted the at- 
tention of the large audience for nearly two 
hours, contended that Mr. Beecher had taken 
ground exactly opposite to his teachings in times 
past; that mow he was ready to admit slave- 
holders to church fellowship, if they held slaves 
from supposed benevolent motives, although, in 
1855, he said in his pulpit— 

*** But there is another Society that solicits 
your benefaction —the American Missionary 
Association. This is an anti-slavery Missio- 
nary Society, and a large number of you, I know, 
are interested in it. 1t has Missionaries in the 
slave States, who establish churches that refuse 
fellowship with slaveholders. That is right, they 
ought to be BARRED OUT EVERYWHERE!’ 

** Mr. Tilton alluded to the erroneous impres- 
sion abroad, that the Board, when it cut off the 
Chocktaw Mission the past year, cut off the Che- 
rokee Mission also, and proceeded to charge the 
Board with continued complicity with Slavery, be- 
cause it sustains the Cherokee Mission. He 
shewed the character of Slavery among the Chero- 
kees, and then reviewed the historic action of the 
American Board on the subject of Slavery, with 
a view to shew its lamentable complicity with 
this terrible system, as it still exists among the 
Indians. He then said that the American 
Missionary Association sprang into existence as 
a living protest against the Koard’s complicity 
with Slavery, and to-day every one of its Mis- 
sionaries and agents, every one of its members 
and contributors, makes a virtual protest against 
such complicity. Mr. Tilton concluded his elo- 
quent speech as follows : 

‘** To-night there comes to us from the prai- 
ries, through the long distance of a thousand 
miles, the piteous appeals of two thousand slaves 
in the land of the Cherokees to two thousand 
freemen in Plymouth church. They say to us 





* Mr. Tilton’s speech has been published in 
pamphlet form (12mo., 44 pp.), and is for sale 
at the office of the National Anti-Slavery Stand- 
ard, 5 Beckman Street. Price 3 cents single, or 
250 dollars a hundred. 
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to-night, Brethren, we are in bonds; we have 
religious teachers among us who teach the 
strange religion that Christian men may hold us 
in unchristian bonds: we have heard of your 
church, and of your minister; we have been told 
that you are the friends of the oppressed; we are 
in chains; we send you an appeal for liberty. 
Brethren, hear us, and loose us from our bonds! 

‘¢¢Men and women of Plymouth Church! 
This is the touching plea that comes to us at this 
hour! Hark! You can hear it, at this mo- 
ment, mingled with the sighings of the west 
wind! A plea that comes again, as once before, 
when we all listened and wept, from under the 
thatched roof of the cabin of Uncle Tom! What 
answer shall we send back to these petitioners ? 
If you cast your vote to sustain this Missionary 
Board, to endorse its complicity with the en- 
slavement of these Christian slaves, you say to 
every one ef these dusky men and women who 
are now crying out to this church, Hush your 
plea! smother your cry! wear your chains ! 

*“*Are you willing to make such record, 
while God stands looking down from heaven to 
read it? Inthe name of justice, in the name 
of humanity—nay, sir, in the name of Christ’s 
love, and for the sake of Christ’s poor—I beseech 
you to stand with the oppressed against the op- 
pressor! I pray God to give us wisdom, and 
justice, and courage !’ 

*¢ In the Congregational Herald of Chicago, ot 
Jan. 5th (one of the editors of which is the Rev. 
S. Wolcott, formerly a Missionary of the A. B.C. 
F. M. in Syria, and now pastor of the New- 
England church at Chicago, Ill., we find a re- 
view of the action of the Board at its last annual 
meeting, with mem to the Choctaw Mission ; 
and in its issue of February 16th, an article re- 
specting the recent discussion in Plymouth 
Church, Brooklyn, New York. It says: 

‘** We regret that such a Mission should sink 
under a cloud. The fact cannot be 
disguised, that by reason of its(the A. B.C. F. M.) 
neglect to utter a true and timely declaration, 
and take a faithful stand on this question, the 
Board has just bequeathed to its successors 
among the Choctaw Indians a slaveholding 
Christianity. This is a sad and sombre fact, 
and in the annals of Protestant Missions a sha- 
dow will ever sit on the page which records it. 
arr We are thus assured, on this high 
individual authority, (Dr. Anderson’s,) that the 
rosso d policy which has prevailed in this 

ission was unchecked to the last, except by 
counter ‘* opinions,” which the Missionaries were 
at liberty to disregard. . . . The Com- 
mittee proposed and voted a discontinuance of 
the Mission, and the Board confirmed the act, 
not on the ground that it was wrong to sustain 
slaveholding churches, and not from opposition 
to chattel-slavery, but because the connection of 
the Mission with Slavery embarrassed the opera- 
tions of the Board and diminished its receipts. 
. . « « We rejoice, of course, that the 
Board has, for any reason, terminated its sup- 
port of these slaveholding churches (in the Choc- 
taw nation); but we should rejoice far more if 
it had taken the step on the ground of principle, 
rather than of mere ‘ expediency.” pein fa 
As the case is, it leaves behind it no such testi- 
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mony: its retreat is without honour, and its posi- 
tion is destitute of moral power. Nay, more, its 
testimony belongs to the oppressor, who can 
now claim that * the separation of parents and 
children by sale or purchase,” and a creditable 
profession of Christian character, in the appa- 
rent judgment of the American Board, were, in 
these years of our Lord, not incompatible. 

The truth is, and no man can gainsay it, 
the late Choctaw Mission is a fresh trophy of 
the slave power. Our American Christianity 
and our American Slavery met on that Mission- 
field face to face, and the former was vanquished 
by the latter; not through the silencing of the 
truth, and the banishing of its preachers—for 
that, though an ostensible defeat, would have 
been a real victory —but by the subjugation of 
the vital principles of Christianity in their legiti- 
mate application ; the most sinful of all victo- 
ries and the most sorrowful of all defeats. . 

The Gospel, as proclaimed by this Mission, 
adulterated by the ** Southern apostacy,” has not 
been a match for Slavery; and the church, as 
organized in this Mission, has succumbed under 
the dreadful pressure of this dominant iniquity.’ 

** The Cherokee Mission, still sustained by the 
Board, stands on similar ground: it is this day 
‘a trophy of the slave power;’ the Gospel, as 
proclaimed by this Mission, adulterated by the 
* Southern apostacy,’ is not a match for Slavery ; 
and ‘the church, as organized in this Mission, 
has succumbed,’ and is daily succumbing, ‘ under 
the dreadful pressure of this dominant iniquity.’ 
Think of it, and mourn over it, friends of Mis- 
sions, friends of freedom, and friends of an un- 
adulterated Christianity! 

‘In commenting upon Mr. Beecher’s speech, 
the Herald alludes to his quotations from the 
documents of the Board, and quotes Mr. B.'s 
remarks: ‘If the American Board administer 
their trust in the spirit and according to the 
doctrines laid down in their latest enunciation 
(1855), contained in a paper called the Good- 
Water Agreement, there can be little doubt that 
the Board and their Missionaries will bring the 
Gospel to bear upon the subject of Slavery in 
the most thorough and cleansing manner; and 
if the Board hold its Missionaries responsible for 
the preaching of a Gospel as anti-slavery as 
these documents indicate,’ &c. The Herald 
says: 

‘¢ ¢ The very point at issue, and the only one, 
is that which Mr. Beecher takes for granted. 
The fact that he is obliged to put the case hypo- 
thetically, reveals his consciousness that the 
anti-slavery avowals of the Board are practi- 
cally worthless unless followed by corresponding 
anti-slavery action, and that he has withal no 
example of the latter to cite. We shall 
be as abundantly satisfied as Mr. Beecher is, when 
*¢ the American Board hold their Missionaries re- 
sponsible for the preaching of an anti-slavery 
Gospel.” . . . . Whatever general declara- 
tions against Slavery may have been uttered by 
the Board at its annual meetings, or embodied 


_by the Committee or the Secretaries in Treat 


Letters and Good-Water Arguments, we affirm, 


-with reference to the actual evil, that there has 


~ the 


not eeecy been any —— application of 
8 


ospel to the sin of slaveholding in the Mis- 
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sion churches. And with this iniquity full- 
blown in these churches, no decisive action has 
been taken, and no adequate and definite testi- 
mony has been borne on this practical point 
either by the Committee or the Board. Gite 
With regard to the American Board, we have 
but one wish, and that is, that she should be- 
come like Zion itself, ‘*the perfection of beauty.” 
But broader and more intense is our desire that 
this Christian land shall become pervaded with 
the sentiment, that the holding of human beings 
in Slavery and a creditable profession of Chris- 
tian character are in this year of grace utterly 
incompatible.’ 

** Admirable and independent! We wish the 
editors of eastern religious papers would speak 
as pertinently and decisively as has the able and 
excellent western paper, the Congregational 
Herald, which, in its timely and fearless utter- 
ance, has shewn itself a truer friend of Missions, 
and of the Board itself, than papers nearer the 
Mission-rooms, that are silent on a subject of 
vital importance to the churches and the country, 
because, forsooth, an old and venerated parent 
Board is implicated when, in case of similar de- 
linquency, they hesitate not to rebuke its off- 
spring, be it a Tract or any other Society, that 
upholds the stupendous wrong of American 
Slavery.” , 











BRITISH SLAVEHOLDING COM- 
PANIES. 


In the Exchequer Chambers on the 4th 
of February last, a case came on for discus- 
sion, upon _— which shews the uncer- 
tainty as well as the intricacy of the law in 
this country, even now, in cases involving 
questions connected with the subject of 
selling slaves in a slaveowning State. The 
Lord Chief Baron, Barons Bramwell and 
Channell, and Justices Wightman, Hill, and 
Blackburn, were present. 


SANTOS UV. ILLIGE AND OTHERS 


Mr. Bovitt said this was a case of some little 
interest and importance, and involved a question 
connected with the subject of selling slaves in a 
slaveowning State. The defendants represented 
the Brazilian Imperial Mining Association, 
established for the purpose of working mines in 
Brazil, and they had a considerable number of 
slaves. The Company got into difficulties in 
their financial operations, and were brought 
under the protection of the Winding-up Act, 
and the matter came before the Lords Justices, 
and an order was made that the property and 
slaves should be sold for the benefit of the cre- 
ditors. One of the creditors went out for the 
purpose of selling the slaves, upon which he was 
informed that it would be the Consul’s duty to 
send him home, and therefore he came back, and 
the Lords Justices could not deal with the 
matter, and the difficulty was what was to be 
done. The slaves were worth between 30,000/. 
and 40,0007. The facts were extremely simple. 
The action was brought by the plaintiff, a 
Brazilian subject, upon a contract for the sale 
of slaves. The defendants were British subjects. 
Theslaves were bought after the year 1624, and 
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after the passing of the 5th George IV. The 
defendants said they were entitled to sell these 
slaves under the 6th and 7th Victoria, and the 
question would depend mainly on the provisions 
of that statute. One of two propositions was 
that Slavery and dealing in slaves must now be 
considered as not prohibited by natural law, but 
by statute law. By the 3d and 4th William 
IV., cap. 73, the slaves were emancipated, but 
there was no provision for emancipating slaves 
that were in foreign countries where Slavery was 
rmitted, although they might be owned by 
ritish subjects. The Act of the 6th and 7th 
Victoria, cap. 98, was the one upon which this 
question arose. It recited the prohibitory words 
of the 5th George 1V., which were wide in their 
terms, but contained a legislative declaration 
that the Act did not extend to prevent the sellin 
of slaves in a slaveowning country. It recite 
that it was expedient that the provisions of the 
5th George IV. should be deemed to apply to 
British subjects although in foreign countries. 
This case was selling slaves in a foreign country, 
and that Act would apply to British subjects 
and whereas, in 1833, British subjects were de- 
prived of slaves, and could not dispose of them, 
the Legislature in this last Act had introduced 
two clauses to enable them to get rid of the slaves 
they then had in their possession. The 5th sec- 
tion provided, that in all cases in which the hold- 
ing or taking of slaves should not be prohibited 
by that or any other Act, it should be lawful to 
sell or transfersuch slaves. The Common Pleas 
had taken an incorrect view of the language of 
that section: they had treated it as inapplicable 
if the holding or taking was prohibited by Act 
of Parliament, but the words were * if the hold- 
ing and taking was not prohibited.” The alter- 
native was the other way, and the Court said 
** they were of opinion that the holding and 
taking was prohibited.” The intention of the 
islature was to prevent slave-dealing, not to 
prevent the holding of slaves until the year 
1833, and then the only’ prohibition was that 
the slave-trade should be abolished through all 
the Queen’s dominions. The holding was not 
rohibited, and the selling was not prohibited, 
ut it would not allow the purchase. The sixth 
section of the Act directed that nothing in the 
Act contained should be taken to subject any 
— to a penalty for —- any share 

a joint-stock Company for the selling of slaves 
purchased before the passing of the Act, or for 
selling slaves lawfully in his possession at the 
time of the passing of the Act. The learned 
counsel contended that it was by that section 
that the penalty was imposed for selling slaves in 
Brazil. The Common Pleas said it was not by 
that Act, but by the 5th George IV., and, there- 
fore, that that section did not apply; but in 
answer to that he should say that it might be 
that it was spe sg by both Acts, and then, 
looking at the object of this Act, if this Act 
saved it against one, it saved it against all, and 
this Act was to enable parties to sell, but not to 
purchase. 

Mr. Lusu said the only question was whether 
the 5th George IV. did not apply to selling slaves 
in any part of the world, and was not confined 
to British dominions. The 2d section said that 
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it should not be lawfv! for any person to deal 
or trade or purchase, scil, barter, or transfer, or 
carry away or remove, any slave. If he did so 
he would be liable to fourteen years’ transporta~ 
tion. The Legislature had gone on for years 
attempting to abolish the slave-trade, and if it 
was to be taken that it was lawful for British 
subjects to deal in slaves in foreign countries, 
they might seize them in Africa, and carry them 
across the Atlantic, and land them in Brazil. It 
was competent for the Legislature to enact laws 
against the slave-trade as applicable to British 
subjects all over the world. It would be unjust 
to abolish it in our own territories, and yet allow 
our subjects to deal in slaves in any foreign 
country. The other side ought to shew an Act 
of Parliament enabling British subjects to deal 
in slaves anywhere. These slaves had not been 
purchased until after the Act which prohibited 
the slave-trade. 

Mr. Bovitt, in reply, said, that if the Court 
looked upon the case as regarded humanity, they 
must recollect that in slaveowning countries, if a 
slave was found at large he would be put into 
prison, and punished; therefore, if all these 
slaves were not sold, but were set free, they 
would be immediately punished for being at 


— 
he Court took time for consideration. 











THE SLAVE-TRADE AS IT IS. 


We reprint, from the Daily News of the 11th 
ultimo, a letter on the subject of “thefslave- 
trade as it is,” copied out of the New-York 
Times. We follow the example of the Daily 
News, in retaining the subordinate headings 
of the writer. The letter does not contain 
any new facts, but it is highly important, as 
shewing the deplorable extent to which the 
detestable traffic is still carried on, and who 
are the parties privy to it. ‘The disclosure 
furnishes a painful commentary upon the 
cruiser-system. 

*¢ St. Paul de Loando, West Coast of Africa, 

“Jan. 25, 1860. 

‘*T had supposed, previously to leaving the 
States, that the assumed revival of the African 
slave-trade was mainly greatly exaggerated, to 
serve the purposes of partisan politicians. A 
stay of a few months upon ‘the coast,’ however, 
has proved to me, not merely that ‘the half 
has not been toid,’ but that people on your side 
of the water know but very little of the real ex- 
tent of the traffic as carried on at the present 
time. 

** We need not go back to the days prior to the 
joint Anglo-American treaty for the suppression 
of the traffic to read the record of middle pas- 
sages, and the other horrors of the trade; we 
have, at this time, just such a record to read, if 
we will only open the book. At no time since 
theJprovisions of that treaty were made known 
to the world has the traffic been as actively and 
successfully prosecuted as at present. The seas 
on this coast swarm witli vessels whose only and 
known object is to get (in slave-coast parlance) 
a cargo of ‘live stock.’ Congo River, and its im- 
mediate vicinity, is a favourite place for the re- 
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ceiving of these live cargoes; and from this point 
alone, I may say, without overreaching the 
mark, there have been, within the last four 
months, at least 4500 negroes carried off. Three 
out of four vessels clearing from the coast with 
live cargoes succeed in getting off safely ; 200 
miles from the coast, and their chance of a 
safe venture is ten to one in their favour. Almost 
invariably this work is carried on under the cover 
of the American flag, and it is now notorious here, 
that every merchant vessel seen in these seas 
flying that flag is a justly suspected craft. I 
may exempt from this sweeping assertion the 
single bi-monthly line of vessels plying between 
Salem, Mass., and this place: the advent of any 
other legitimate traders is like angels’ visits, 

**T have thus above dealt in assertion ; for the 
whys and wherefores of those assertions look fur- 
ther along: they will appear strange, but they 
will be true. 

The traffic is carried on in just the same style 
that it was in days of yore. Improvement in 
other things has not necessitated any change in 
the slaver or his vessel, The lot of the negro is 
rather worse, if any thing, aboard of the modern 
slave-ship, than was formerly the case before the 
trade was made piracy. ‘lhe cargo is now taken 
aboard in two or three hours, not leisurely, as 
under the old régime: no regard, of course, is 
had for their comfort under such circumstances. 
The water is got aboard as hurriedly as the cargo, 
and, of course, in insufficient quantities. Hence 
the fearful suffering and death, from thirst alone, 
so common in slave-ships. The ‘slave-deck’ is 
laid as of old, and on a vessel of say 300 tons 
burden, there will be a thousand human bein 
stowed away. Those slavers who save two-thirds 
of their cargo do well. Often one-half of a cargo 
is hove overboard before reaching the destined 
market. One sample I will give, as being illus- 
trative of the whole class of slavers, and the life 
in them. I almost fear to enter on my task for 
fear of being accused of a disposition to ry 
gerate ; but, laying aside my scruples, here is the 
truth. 

** A short time since Her Majesty’s ship Viper 
captured the brig Tavernier, of New York, 
having a cargo of near 600 negroes aboard. 
When first seen she was flying American co- 
lours. Capture being inevitable, she threw her 
papers overboard and hauled down her flag. ‘The 
scene between decks was shocking. Stowed in a 
Sitting posture, with their knees drawn up close 
to their breasts, were over 500 human beings, 
whose skins were black, mostly children and 
young persons, and some women. So close were 
they packed that they could not move, and could 
hardly breathe. In this suffocating condition 
they were struggling for life. The strong were 
killing the weak to make room for themselves, 
and that a little more of God's air might be had. 
Disease was among them in many other forms, 
and especially ophthalmia, Sea-sick, home-sick, 
Starving, crying for air and water, these poor 
wretches crowded this floating charnel-house. 
But the slavers were merciful, for they helped 
the slave to die. When one was sick, nigh unto 
death, they kindly assisted him or her overboard, 
before the soul had left the body. The quality of 
their mercy was not strained either, for they 
sometimes would substitute another death for 
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drowning—the negro was knocked on the head 
with an axe. Disease breaking out, it was sup- 
posed to be contagious, and the sufferers were 
made away with without any scruples of that 
troublesome thing called conscience. An idea of 
the mortality on board of the Tavernier may be 
formed, when I state that, after her capture by 
the Viper, upon her passage over to St. Helena, 
whither she was sent in charge of a prize crew, 
nearly 100 of her negroes died. This was during 
a run of only about ten days’ duration. 

**] have not, above, taken an extreme case. 
The 7'avernier’s case is the rule and not the ex- 
ception. Less of the horrible would be the ex- 
ception and not the rule. 


CHARACTER OF THE SLAVE-TRADERS. 


‘‘T have cruised around among this class of 
people, upon whom this brand of piracy was 
fixed, purposely to see what the cut of their jib 
was, and, as may be supposed, I have often found 
myself in bad company. Ihave come to the con- 
clusion that there were different grades of society 
even among slavers. First, there is the genteel 
cut-throat. I mistake in saying that the brand 
of piracy is affixed to this class, for he is only in- 
directly engaged in the work. His vocation is, 
however, always expressed and understood. is 
class of cut-throats live high, and in style, and, 
as a consequence, they are considered ‘respect- 
able.” Sometimes they are dubbed ‘gentlemen’ 
by the parasites who partake of their wines and 
dinners. They exercise munificent hospitality, 
are great sticklers for rank and distinction. 
Their guests are oftener naval officers than any 
others. Their process of working on the feelings 
of this class is called ‘the dinner and old wine 
process.’ 

“The second class of slave-trade society are 
the semi-genteel cut-throats. This class includes 
in its ranks captains, supercargoes, and officers 
of slavers. The law could make these gentry 
oscillate for half-an-hour between heaven and 
earth, with a rope around their necks, but it 
don’t. Out here they—especially the first two 
—are a well-dressed set, with plenty of money. 
They knock around in a devil-may-care style 
drink plenty of liquor, are patronized by cut- 
throat number one and his set, and are labelled 
‘ first-rate fellows.’ They are not at all debarred 
from society here. Entirely unprincipled they 
are, of course, and some of them fook as though 
they would cut your throat for a trifle. At home, 
after a successful voyage, they revel for a season 
on the sweets of their labour, and in fast society 
they are often guns of heavy calibre. I have one 
case in my mind of one of these gentry who has 
made a large number of successful voyages as @ 
captain, who, upon his return, flourishes as a 
very prince of good fellows in New-York society. 
He spends his money freely, and, of course, classes 


some high birds of fon amongst his friends. I- 


have known persons, assuming to be respectable, 
class this man amongst their friends, and speak 
of him as though they were honoured by his 
friendship. All for a taste of the blessed in- 
fluences of money. 

‘Class number three is the full-blown cut- 
throat. The looks of this class damn them. The 
vilest of the vile, there is, of course, no occupation 
too bad for them. Slaving has become their le- 
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gitimate business only because piracy is unsafe. 
On all men-of-war there are some characters 
who go to fill the ranks of this delectable class. 
They are generally Penitentiary and Australian 
convicts, and are familiarly known among re- 
spectable sailors as ‘beach-combers.’ Desperadoes, 
they are the very men sought for by slave cap- 
tains, as being especially fitted for their mission. 
Here, in this trade, they have a full opportunity 
of gratifying their licentiousness, and giving full 
reign to their passions, which make them a curse 
on God’s fair earth. Society would be blessed if this 
foul scum was skimmed off into our Penitentiaries: 
the miasma arising from it would not then get 
beyond their stone walls. Enough of the per- 
sonnel of the slaver. 


HOW IS IT DONE? 


* Quite easy. A fair illustration we have in 
the recently-captured American (of course) bark 
Orion, having a cargo of 888 live negroes aboard. 
This vessel, after numerous adventures about the 
mouth of the Congo—having been captured as a 
slaver and again released by the American flag- 
officer—sailed quietly up said river, and dis- 
charged her coppers at an understood point. 
From thence they were carried overland, a dis- 
tance of sixty miles, to the point at which she 
w receive her cargo. This latter had been 
collected from various places along the coast, at 
such places as they could be procured. Hercom- 
plement was to have been 1200, but time and 
tide could not wait even for a slave cargo. On a 
dark night she stood in to her place of shipment, 
and in one hour and a-half had near 900 ne- 
groes aboard. In one hour more she was at sea, 
and had nearly got out of the range of the cruisers 
on the coast when she was overhauled by one of 
the ever-watchful British steamers, at a distance 
of some 200 miles at sea. 

** The usual, and, I may say, more successful 
and respectable, mode of procedure, is for the 
slaver to get her regular papers at some port 
(usually New York) in the States, for some point 
on the coast, as a trader, generally in palm-oil. 
These vessels generally carry out a partial cargo 
of notions, such as calico, prints, rum, crockery, 
&c., to serve the double purpose of a cloak to their 
purposes, and to assist in paying for their cargo 
of live stock. With a Portuguese, or Spanish, 
supercargo aboard, they sail for the point at 
which the cargo of flesh and blood is to be had, 
arriving at which, arrangements are made for the 
delivery of said cargo. A coasting voyage, under 

retence of trade, is the next move, and it results 
in the engagement, at different points of stoppage, 
of portions of her cargo of slaves, who are to 
delivered and on hand by a certain specified 
night. That night arriving, the vessel is on hand, 
and in a few hours has her cargo aboard and 
standing out at sea Cuba-ward. The shipment 
of the negroes is sometimes a troublesome job, 
there being always refractory ones amongst 
them. These are usually ironed, or made stu- 
pidly drunk with rum, and thus got to sea. 


THE CHANCES, 


as I have said, for a safe and profitable venture, 
are three in the traders’ favour to one against 
him. Here are a few items of evidence to sub- 
stantiate the above assertion which have come 
under my own observation. 
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‘¢ There is a notorious slave-dealer here, who, 
a short time since, offered to wager a large sum 
of money with a captain of a certain British 
cruiser, who is somewhat noted as a captor of 
slaves, that he would name three different points, 
at one of which, within a certain specified time, 
he would receive a cargo of slaves, and would 
safely carry that cargo to market, without any 
hindrance from the British captain. It is 
enough to say that the slaver’s challenge was 
not accepted. 

** A suspected slaver lay up the Congo River; 
two British steamers lay at the mouth of that 
river ready to nab her when she got her cargo 
aboard. For four months the slaver lay at her 
anchor. apparently partially dismantled, until 
one fine dark night, having got a ‘ good ready,’ she 
took in her full cargo of slaves, got under weigh, 
passed quietly and unseen between the two guard- 
ships, and was soon beyond the reach of pur- 
suit. 

“* Recently a slaver was captured in this vi- 
cinity by a British steamer, having a full cargo 
aboard. Almost at the same hour of the capture, 
right before the eyes of the captors, sailed out 
from land two vessels loaded full of slaves. Being 
out of coal, the steamer could not pursue, and of 
course the slavers escaped. 

“Says a leading merchant of Loando, an 
American, * Out of eighty vessels clearing from 
this coast with slave cargoes, twenty-five out of 
those eighty would be the limit of capture: that 
would be a large per centage: it would not reach 
that figure, perhaps.’ 

THE PROFITS 
of the traffic are so enormous, that were the risk 
of capture and casualty thrice what it now is, 
there would not be found wanting numerous 
vessels, manned by desperate men, to engage in 
it. Although the law now makes the trade piracy, 
slave-traders know full well that there is no risk 
of life attending their nefarious pursuit, if so 
done under the flag of the United grates. Let a 
single instance be pointed out where the penalty 
due to piracy has been inflicted upon the slaver. 
And if there be no risk of life attending slaving, 
when the chances of gain are so great, why not 
risk a little money for the sake of that great sal- 
vation which lies in the root of all evil? If this 
be not scriptural or Whatelian logie, it certainly 
is in accordance with the creed of a very large 
class of persons in our country. 

‘I may state with safety that the average pro- 
fit, over and above all —, upon each n 
landed upon the coast of Cuba, is between three 
and four hundred dollars. Iam taking the ave- 
rage of a cargo. Let us putit at the lowest mark 
—three hundred dollars. It does not require the 
intellect of a Newton to calculate the profits that 
must accrue to the safe landing of a cargo of 
negroes. One thousand negroes would give a re- 
turn of at least three hundred thousand dollars— 
a sufficient sum to set all parties concerned 
‘upon their legs.’ Well can those parties afford 
to burn their fine vessels; well can the Cuban, 
after such a magnificent return upon his invested 
capital, afford to go to New York and havea 
grand splurge; and the ‘ merchant prince,’—he, 
too, can be more princely still. 

** The bait of profit is certainly a tempting one : 
where there is no penalty who would not bite ? 
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THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES 

will necessitate somewhat lengthy explanations— 
will necessitate the utterance of truths that can 
but be most unpalatable to many. As they are 
truths, I trust that such persons will be able to 
digest them. To one class of persons, who are 
always seeking to find some new horror in the 
slave question to shriek about, I do not address 
those truths, even though in their mouths they 
may be as sweet as honey: to another class, who 
dislike any revelation of the horrors of the traffic 
with an exceeding great dislike, I do not address 
myself, for the sweetness in the mouth of one 
may be bitterness in the belly of another. I wish 
a hearing with reasonable, moderate, thinking 
people alone. 

‘““Why should the traffic be perpetuated? 
Have we not for years kept a national police 
force standing before the very portals of Slave 
Land? Yes, and no. Nominally we have, and 
in reality we have not. Has not Great Britain, 
with her strong anti-slavery proclivities, lent her 
hand to the work of suppression? Yes. Why 
not, then, blot the nasty thing out—why is its 
name still on record in the world’s book of crime? 
We shall see. 


MEANS NOW TAKEN FOR STAYING THE TRADE. 

“The laws for the suppression of the African 
slave-trade are nearly valueless and inoperative. 
The compact entered into between Great Britain 
and the United States, in the year 1842, stipu- 
lates that a force of eighty guns shall be kept on 
the coast. Until of late the United States have 
not usually kept that complement. The British 
force has averaged for the past fifteen vears nine. 
teen vessels and one hundred and forty-eight 
guns. Let it be said, however, to the credit and 
honour of the government of our country of that 
day, that it first led the way by legislation to the 
abolition of the slave-trade. It even went fur- 
ther: 2 proposal was made by the Secretary of 
State, by direction of the President, in accordance 
with a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
to even allow the right of search. This proposi- 
tion was rejected by the British Government. 

** We have not only detailed an insufficient force 
heretofore, but that force has not been efficiently 
employed. A large portion of the time of our 
national vessels, detailed for this service, has been 
— by them in places of pleasantness foreign to 
their field of duty. Madeira, the Cape de Verdes, 
and the Canaries, have been the favourite places 
of resort. I have now in my mind a late in- 
stance of a flag-ship of the United-States African 
squadron lying for eight months at a time at a 
port in one of the abovenamed group of islands. 
The great bugbear of African fever has been con- 
stantly paraded as a sufficient excuse for this ab- 
sence from the post of duty. If we cannot manage 
the fever with the success with which the English 
and French do, it would be well to re-organize our 
naval medical corps, and fill its ranks with ma- 
teriel professionally competent to deal with a dis- 
ease which is not at allterrible. The real reason 
of this absence from the post of duty has been 
kept in the background. It is, to allow a large 
class of self-styled ‘chivalrous gentlemen’ to 
luxuriate in idleness and pleasure at their coun- 
try’s expense. Such a thing as returning an 
equivalent for salary received, in shape of duty, 
has not been thought of: two ideas on this score 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER 107 


would probably burst the head of many of our 
naval magnates. ‘The Coast’ station has been 
one rather after than otherwise by our 
naval officers. And why not? Three months of 
each year were set = for a stay at Madeira, 
and this time was often p indefinitely. 
Three months at that beauteous island would be 
an era in any person’s lifetime; it would be a 
bright spot in life’s desert. Who would not bear 
a few months’ exile to the dreary coast, for the 
privilege of living a season in a clime of perpe~ 
tual spring, in a land where the air is always 
fragrant with the scent of the ever-bloomin: 
flower, and the luscious fruit of the tropics 
temperate climes are always to be had—a land of 
glorious scenery and associations, whose very 
name, like its own shining cascades, is most 
musical? This, with the charms of tine society, 
would do much towards effecting a cure of the 
fever. Add to the yearly episode at Madeira the 
frequent calls and long stoppages at the Canaries, 
Cape de Verdes, and St. Helena, and it will be 
seen that the time spent by a vessel on the coast 
was very short indeed; usually not more than 
two or three vessels were there at a time. 

‘**The loose and indeterminate nature of the 


instructions given to our naval officers goes far 


to render the treaty imoperative. ‘Ine evil of dis- 
cretionary power exerted in these men operates 
most injuriously at times. It is oftentimes a 
mere matter of will with a commanding officer as 
to whether the effective force under his command 
shall or shall not render efficient aid toward 
suppressing the traffic. That wil! i; too often 
exertcd om tne side of selfish inefficiency. Again, 
on the other hand, a willing officer is ctttin hag 
in check by instructions from head-quarters, 
which are of this nature: ‘Do so and so,’ saith 
the magnate, ‘ but if you do so and so, look out 
for yourself.’ Unless positive conviction follows 
the capture of a slaver, the officer capturing that 
slaver lays himself liable to a civil suit and 
damages: he is consequently afraid to take a 
vessel unless she has her cargo of flesh and blood 
aboard. 

“Under the present very unsatisfactory laws 
(very satisfactory to the slaver) for the suppres- 
sion of the slave-trade, it is almost ingen 
detect a slaver, unless she has her cargo aboard. 
Disguise is so easy, that no difficulty is. expe- 
rienced in finding avenues of escape. For in- 
stance, the palm-oil trade is the great blind and 
favourite disguise of the slaver. Receiving his 
papers, say at New York (for five-sixths of the 
slave ships sail from that port), he takes in a 
large number of casks, for the ostensible purpose 
of having them filled with palm-oil. These he 
fills at New York with water for ballast. The 
law requires only a certain number of water- 
casks in vessels trading to the coast; but the 
slaver stands ready with his excuse: those casks 
are for palm-oil. Now, it is a well-known fact 
on this coast, that real palm-oil casks are brought 
out in staves, put together, and whitewashed in- 
side and out just before receiving theoil. This is 
what is called the ‘ cask dodge.’ 

THE PALM-OIL DODGE. 

“A word as to this palm-oil trade, for it bears 
strongly on our subject. The greatest ignorance 
prevails on this subject in common with other 
African affairs. This is supposed to bein a most 
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flourishing condition, aud to employ a a 
amount of tonnage in its = . Such is not the 
case, and such reports only origi with the 
slave-trading interest, whose wish it is to mislead 
the public mind. A few large trading vessels 
per year could carry off all the oil produced on 
the whole coast; and I may add, in this con- 
nection, that the English naval officers attached 
to this station know of but three legal traders in 
this business. Contrary to supposition, there is 
no competition between the English and Ameri- 
cans in this trade, for there are few or no English 
vessels en in it. If palm-oil be the prin- 
cipal article of export, and there are but three 
legal traders on the coast en in that trade, 
and those traders are American, what on earth 
do the great number of vessels which crowd these 
Seas, all flying the American flag? All of them 
are assumed traders in palm-oil. Vessels sup- 
posed to be engaged in this trade, upon examina- 
tion are generally found to have clearance papers 
from New York for eight or nine months, when 
any one outside of the New-York Custom-house 
onght to know that, under the most favourable 
circumstances, it would require from fifteen to 
eighteen months to get together a sufficiency of 
oil to freight an ordinary sized vessel. The oil 
is obtained very slowly, and, at the date of my 
writing, is not to be had. Let Government in- 
struct its able officials at the New York Custom- 
house to distinguish between oil-cask staves and 
water-casks, and it will have done one commend- 
able thing. 
WHAT IS NOW DOING. 

‘Let the records of the past speak for us: 
they will say ‘almost nothing,’ and I can scarcely 
hope for any thing better for the immediate 
future. We have heard of a slaver captured now 
and then by an American cruiser, but such a 
thing is like an angel’s visit—a thing of many 
fews and far betweens. Bah! out upon us—we 
are justly stigmatized as a nation of slave- 
traders; for it is solely under the colour of our 
flag that a traffic is carried on which ought to 
damn any nation, tongue, or kindred engaging in 
it. I can scarcely wonder that we are judged 
abroad with the harshness that we are; that we 
are beginning to stink in the nostrils of decent 
nations as a very inconsistent people—a people 
which allows its flag to be prostituted to a base 
purpose. 

‘* A spasmodic show of zeal has of late been 
made manifest by the present administration, 
and it has hefalded forth to the world its magni- 
ficent declaration of its determination ‘to put 
down the slave-trade.” A new squadron has re- 
placed the old one, and it has entered upon the 
scene of its duties, and if its start is indicative of 
its future course, I would not give much for its 
efficiency. There has been a congregation of the 
new squadron at this place within the past two 
weeks, and we have witnessed the humiliating 
spectacle of an almost disorganized squadron, 
owing to navy quarrels and disagreements. So 
far from working amicably in the discharge of 
the important duties assigned them by Govern- 
ment, the only inference to be drawn is, that 
these naval gentry are sent out here to, by their 
own private animosities, thwart the aims of the 
service. To such an extent has this quarrel- 
ling been carried on, that the flag-officer of the 
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squadron has had to make a complete shifting 
around of the personnel of the vessels under his 
command, not one of which has been allowed to 
retain her original complement of officers. Upon 
one vessel there has been over twenty changes in 
her officers. Like the Kilkenny cats, they have 
to be separated. Two of the vessels soon go to 
Madeira, leaving the work to devolve upon the 
other three. One steamer, just having arrived 
on the station (and she was supposed to be the 
best vessel on the station), has nominally broken 
down, and gone to the pleasant port of Cadiz, 
Spain, to recruit her exhausted energies. 

“I mention these things reluctantly, solely be- 
cause of the bearing they have upon the efficiency 
of our navy in doing the work of suppressing the 
slave-trade. There is certainly something rotten 
in Denmark. 

‘It is a fact that the bulk of the work of cap- 
turing slavers is done by the British. ‘They take 
six slavers to our one. There is no rubbing this 
out: all of the pseudo patriotism we may indulge 
in, and all of the highfaluting talk we may give 
vent to, would not make it otherwise. ‘Ihere 
is not a month but what one or more slavers, 
with cargo aboard, is captured by British cruisers. 
Furnished with a fleet of small fast-sailing 
steamers, manned by officers and men whose 
allotted time on this deadly coast is four and 
five years, they make the capture of slavers a 
matter of work and self-interest. And, indeed, 
they do work: their steamers are constantly 
cruising and on the alert: there is no sham 
about their movements. Lynx-eyed, they dog 
every suspicious-looking craft which falls in their 
way. ‘They aré, of course, much beloved in this 
delectable community, where nearly every one, 
aside from the black pepe. is either directly 
or indirectly interested in the slave-trade. In 
some things they have the advantage over us, and 
hence their greater efficiency. They have no 
discordant Southern element in their navy, whose 
wish it is to perpetuate the traffic, and who would 
throw obstacles in the way of the capture of 
slavers—who would wink at the traffic and re- 
joice at its success. They are furnished with a 
set of admirably adapted vessels for the prosecu- 
tion of their work, and well do they use them. 

** You have doubtless had the case of the noto- 
rious Orion before you ere this. The history of 
this vessel is a good illustration of the different 
ways of working adopted by the two nations. 
Falling into the hands of the captain of an 
American steamer, the captain and crew of the 
slaver successfully imitated sickness, and begged 
earnestiy for assistance, both medical and to aid 
in getting their vessel into port. The want of 
sympathy spoken of by Talfourd with his dying 
breath may not, upon this otcasion, be made 
manifest. The feeling Americans were touched 
with compassion at the sight of the sufferings of 
their brother, and thoy withheld not their aid. 
Medical assistance was furnished, and the slaver 
was manned by an American man-of-war crew, 
and carried to a safe anchorage, quite near the 
place where she was to receive her cargo. Left 
alone there, her crew suddenly got well, and up 
anchor and off. Overhauled again, she was 
found with her slave-deck partly laid, and things 
in a general state of forwardness for the recep- 
tion of her cargo. With this evidence against 
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her, the flag-officer took her in charge, investi- 

ated her case, and released her. The sequel I 
Fave made known: shortly after she received 
her cargo, and had nearly made her escape. A 
sharp-eyed Englishman, however, knew the 
‘nature of the beast,’ and was on his track, gave 
chase, and 200 miles at sea, (an unusual distance 
to make a capture,) overhauled and took her, 
making for the Englishman a nice pile of prize- 
money. Multiply 888 by 25, the amount re- 
ceived per head for captured slaves, and you 
have the nice little pile which slipped through 
the hands of the Americans. It need not for a 
moment be supposed that the Americans got 
the laugh on them, for, perhaps, they did not. 
I omitted to mention that the sweet-scented 
captain of the Orion—a man, Morgan by name, 
the same individual who was mate of her at the 
time of her capture on her former cruise—said 
to the boarding British officer at the time of his 
capture, ‘It is like a game at cards: we have 
played high, but you (the English) have beaten 
us at our own game.’ I am most happy to state, 
for the benefit of his New-York friends, that the 
gentleman Morgan, and his equally gentlemanly 
associates, the first and second mates, are now 
in irons, and provided with quarters on board of 
an American man-of-war. They will soon be 
on their way to New York, when an opportunity 
will offer to give them a public reception as mar- 
tyrs to the iprinciple of right of search. 1 be- 
lieve it is claimed that there was a violation of 
that principle upon the occasion of the capture of 
the Orion. QThe nasty Britishers ought to be 
made to mind their own business. 


APTER CAPTURE, 


we make the best disposition of the slaves cap- 
tured, sending them to Liberia, and delivering 
them up to that Republic, which converts them 
into passable colonists, who in time aid the work 
of civilizing and redeeming West Africa. The 
English send their captures to the West-Indies 
as ‘apprentices,’ and it is a discussed point as to 
whether their condition as such is any better than 
in that of actual slavery. The English say, 
* Yes, it is infinitely better; their haters say, 
* Nay, it is no better.’ But we have to do with 
the trade, and not with its afterclaps. The West 
Indies is near home, and people in the United 
States ought to be able to judge of the merits of 
the apprentice system. 


THE REMEDY 


is one easily — if we were only in earnest. 
Are we so? I believe not. Political chicanery 
fears to soil its pure hands with aught that 
smells of ‘nigger.’ Southern influence raises its 
potent voice and says, ‘ Peace, be still!’ The 
political deep is quiet, and its angry voice is 
sunk to a low unquiet moaning murmur; it 
may be like unto a sound heard on the ‘ middle 
passage.’ Moneyed interest raises its 
note of alarm, and who dares to gainsay its in- 
fluence? Who pities Logan? Not one. 

‘* There is a need for a revision of the laws 
regulating the suppression of the slave-trade. 
‘The convention of 1842, which drew up the 
treaty called the Ashburton treaty, made the 
trade piracy, which of course affixes the death 
penalty to any one convicted as a slaver. Such 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 109 


a thing as capital punishment being inflicted 
upon any slaver was never, and never will be, heard 
of in our country. A lesser penalty would go 
far to ensure conviction, and men would be 
guarded about engaging in a business which 
would consign to labour in a state workshop 
for a term of years or a lifetime. It is now 
death or nothing, or, rather, it is nothing. 

‘*‘T should even advocate the allowance of the 
right of search within a specified distance of 
the coast, say 200 miles. two evils, let us 
choose the least. ‘Ihe exemption from search is 
the virtual safeguard of the slaver; under the 
cover of a flag which does not tolerate the right 
of search, he may pursue his traffic with impu- 
nity. For instance, a slaver becomes familiar- 
ized, after a short stay in African waters, with 
the different men-of-war in those waters; he 
gets to know them and their nationality. Pur- 
sued at sea, he knows his pursuer by sight, and 
hoists a flag which exempts him from search, 
and he is safe. An American vessel, with cargo 
aboard, having the American colours flying, 
might pass under the very guns of a British 
man-of-war unmolested. The latest instructions 
to the British cruisers on this coast from the 
commanding-officer on this station run about 
as follows: ‘Not to capture, visit, or in any 
way to interfere with United-States vessels, 
whether those vessels have slaves aboard or 
not.’ I do not say that these instructions have 
not been violated; I believe they have. 

**] would extend the provisions of the law, 
and make those having capital invested, and 
those indirectly interested in the traffic, equally 
amenable with those navigating the vessels carry- 
ing the live cargo. 

**Let the number of casks, buckets, amount 
of food in the shape of rice, salt-fish, farina, 
&c., be limited, as well as the cooking appa- 
ratus, lumber, planking, &c., material so handy 
for a slave-deck. A violation of law relating 
to these things should make a prize of a vessel 
beyond! the waters of the United States, where 
a mock trial and monetary interests secure a 
guilty triumph of the slaver. 

** And, finally, in the name of all that is sensi- 
ble and reasonable, if we are going to be in 
earnest in wiping out this stain so foul upon us, 
let us signify our earnestness by sending to the 
West Coast a proper and adequate force. ‘The 
idea of sending there, as chasing craft, a lot of 
old by-gone sailing vessels, is simply ridiculous, 
and an insult to the common sense of the age 
in which we live. ‘Ten years after England and 
France, we begin to discover that an efficient 
arm of the naval service is small, light-draught, 
swift screw steamer, and it is to be hoped that, 
in imitation of those Powers, in the course of 
time we will have there the only really effective 
vessels on the African station. Let us do some- 
thing or nothing; take away a squadron which 
is costing us millions of money, or else render 
it really efficient. This we can do. Let us 
throw down the gates, and say to the negro, 
‘Get you beyond the waters and be the white 
man’s slave;’ or let us say, ‘ Arise and shine, 
for thy light has come; a new glory, even that of 
the star of the West, has risen upon thee.’” 
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THE METHODIST CONFERENCE AT 
BUFFALO. 


Tx Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society have sent the following 
Address, to be presented to the Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Nort 
announced to assemble at Buffalo, Uni 
States, on the 1st of this month. 

Appress of the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to the 
General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North, to be held at 
Buffalo, United States, May Ist, 1860. 

*‘ CHRISTIAN FRIENDS AND BRETHREN,—The 
important gathering of the various sections of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, an- 
nounced to take place on the Ist of May next, 
appears to us to furnish a singularly favourable 
opportunity for addressing the Conference on the 
subject of the proposition of the church in rela- 
tion to the institution of Slavery in the United 
States of America. 

** We desire to remonstrate with you, in the 
spirit of Christian humility and kindness, in the 
eafnest hope that you will be induced to take 
measures for disconnecting yourselves from those 
amongst you who uphold Slavery, or who are in 
any way associated with the system. 

* It is our conviction that slaveholding is es- 
sentially ‘a sin and a crime in the eyes of God,’ 
and that the assertion of a right of property in 
any human being is an outrage upon humanity, 
a gross violation of the rights of man, and ut- 
terly opposed to the Christian religion. 

“We consider that it is the especial duty of 
those who profess to be ministers of Christ to bear, 
in the spirit of love and meekness, a firm and con- 
sistent testimony against Slavery, which is so 
utterly repugnant to the principles of his Gospel, 
and which introduces so many flagrant violations 
of its laws. Can it be that four millions of our 
fellow-creatures in your land are thereby held in 
moral and spiritual degradation, that the closest 
ties of kindred are outraged, that the marriage 
tie is violated, and that human beings are sold 
like beasts of the earth? 

“John Wesley, the revered founder of your 
denomination, denounced Slavery as ‘the sum 
of all villanies.’ The Rev. Albert Barnes attests 
that ‘the American churches are the bulwarks 
of Slavery,’ and that, ‘ were it not sustained in 
the church, it could not exist out of it;’ and the 
most eminent upholders of the Wesleyan deno- 
mination in your own land have corroborated 
these views. 

“This question has introduced agitation and 
divisions into your church, and we believe it is 
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now admitted as a fact—deplorable and humilia- 
ting we must be permitted to designate it—that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, em- 
braces 15,000 slaveholders, owning 100,000 
slaves; that many of its trustees, stewards, lead- 
ers, local and travelling preachers, must be num- 
bered in tle same category, whilst they do not 
incur any decided and direct manifestation of the 
disapprobation of the Conference to which they 
belong, which, from its powerful influence, thus 
beeomes a strong ‘ bulwark of Slavery.’ 

“ We would, therefore, entreat you, as a pro- 
fessing Christian body, to take this subject into 
your most serious deliberation. Bear your un- 
compromising testimony against that sin which 
is in your midst. Remember that a heavy re- 
sponsibility rests upon you. In the name of 
humanity and of our common Christianity, for 
the honour and consistency of your church, and 
for the welfare of your country, use every effort 
to bring this crying wickedness to a termination. 
The solemn occasion on which you are met is 
most propitious for taking decided measures. 
Thoroughly purge out from among you this 
deadly contamination, and we cannot doubt that 
the Divine blessing will rest upon your righteous 
efforts. ‘The task is a difficult one: we sympa- 
thize with you in it, but shrink you not from 
plain unequivocal duty. We believe that, as you 
trust in the Lord, and ask counsel of Him, He will 
grant you wisdom and strength to overcome 
every obstacle. 

** On behalf of the Committee, 
“Tuomas Binns, Chairman. 
“L. A. CaamErovzow, Secretary. 
‘627 New Broad Street, E.C., 
** London, 16th April 1860.” 


THE AMERICAN CHURCHES AND 
SLAVERY, 


Tux Committee of the British and Foreign 


Anti-Slavery Society have issued the follow- 
ing Circular, and its Speen, to the Secre- 
taries of the various Religious and Benevolent 
Associations in London, which hold their an- 
- meetings in the months of April and 

ay. 

of ** 27 New Broad-street, E. C., 
April 2d, 1860. 

‘“*Srz,—At a General Meeting of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
held on Friday, the 31st ult., it was unanimously 
resolved to issue to the various Religious and Be- 
nevolent Associations, whose anniversaries are 
usually held at this period of the year, a copy of 
a Resolution, passed at a General Meeting of the 
Committee, on the 19th of April 1858, on the 
subject of the countenance given to the institu- 
tion of Slavery by the churches and religious or- 
ganizations in the United States of America. 

“I beg, on behalf of the Committee, to call 
your attention to the Resolution, and the Ap- 
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pendix thereto, and respectfully to request that} 
you wi!l submit them to your Board. 
“T am, Sir, 
** Yours obediently, 
“7T, A. CHAMEROVZOW, 
* Secretary. 
RESOLUTION. 

“¢That in view of the delinquency of the 
American churches on the subject of Slavery, 
and of the various Religious Associations connected 
with them, and also of the Members of the 
Ministry, the Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society deem it to be their 
duty to point out to the Religious and Philan- 
thropic Societies in Great Britain the great mis- 
chief which is inflicted upon the interests of true 
religion, and upon the anti-slavery cause, by 
countenancing, at their anniversaries and ether 
meetings, the presence and participation in them, 
of delegates from the American Societies and bo- 
dies referred to, whose passive opposition to the 
anti-slavery cause in their own country, or whose 
open hostility to it, is notorious. 

*** The Committee would not presume to dic- 
tate what should, under such circumstances, be 
the course of those to whom is confided the ma- 
nagement of these periodical gatherings: they 
would only earnestly submit that, as the Ame- 
rican churches are the great bulwarks of Slavery, 
those who are connected with them, in upholding 
this iniquitous system, should not receive the 
right-hand of fellowship from the brethren in 
this land. 

‘¢* The Committee respectfully commend this 
Resolution to the consideration of the Association 
with which you are connected.’ 


APPENDIX. 

** The following statistical account of the ex- 
tent to which the American churches, Missionary 
Associations, and Religious Societies, are directly 
implicated in slaveholding, or otherwise instru- 
mental in supporting the system, was compiled 
by Professor Blanchard, of Knox College, Illinois, 
and from the American Anti-Slavery Almanac: 

“ Protestant Episcopalians.—1504 ministers ; 
73,000 members ; 88,000 slaves. 

* A Connexional Church ; a large share of the 
members live in the Free States. 

** Presbyterians. — 4578 ministers; 400,259 
members ; 77,000 slaves. 

**Two Connexional Churches—Old School 
and New School. The former has members 
chiefly in the Slave, the latter in the Free 
States, sustaining the following Societies, which 
strongly support Slavery: American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, American 
Home Missionary Society, American Bible So- 
ciety, American Tract Society, American Sunday- 
School Union. 

** Congregationalists.—1687 ministers; 197,196 
member s. 

‘‘ Churches Independent.—A few members 
only in the Slave States, some of whom hold 
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slaves. The body sustains the Societies above 
referred to, which the Presbyterians sustain. 

** Baptists.—8018 ministers ; 948,867 members; 
226,000 slaves. 

“Churches Independent.—One-half the mem- 
bers live in the Free States, sustaining the fol- 
lowing Societies, which strongly support Slavery : 
American Baptits Missionary Union, American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, American Baptist 
Publication Society, American Bible Union, Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible Society, 

“* Methodists. — 6000 ministers ; 1,250,000 
members; 219,563 slaves. 

“Three bodies, each Connexional.—The Me- 
thodist Episcopal having a few members only in 
the Slave States, and few slaveholders and 
slaves. 

“The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
nearly all residing in the Slave States. 

‘Each sustains a Missionary body sanctioning 
Slavery. 

“ Moravians, Catholics, and Unitarians, have 
some slaveholding members, and, as_ bodies, 
sanction Slavery, estimated thus: Other Deno- 
minations—3514 ministers; 530,196 members; 
50,000 slaves. 

** Total.—23,614 ministers; 3,229,322 mem- 
bers ; 660,563 slaves. 


** At 800 dollars (a low estimate at present) 
for each slave, the foregoing statement shews 
that there is actually vestedin human bodies 
and souls, a property-fund amounting to the 
enormous sum of 528,450,400 dollars, or 
105,690,0807., owned by the American Pro- 
testant churches. On the other hand, as the 
whole number of slaves held in the United 
States amounts to 3,300,000, in round numbers, 
of which the above list includes only a fifth, it 
may reasonably be asked, By what class of per- 
sons are the remaining four-fifths held? Do 
they make no profession of religion at all? or to 
what denomination do they belong? Without 
attempting to answer these questions, it cannot 
be denied that the fact of 660,563 slaves being 
held in the United States by ministers and mem- 
bers of the Protestant churches is one that must 
exercise a powerful influence in maintaining the 
system of Slavery. 


‘The following is a list of the Religious So- 
cieties that refuse to treat slaveholding as a sin: 

** American Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions. 

** American Home Missionary Society. 

** American Bible Society. 

* American Baptist Missionary Union. 

‘* American Baptist Home Mission Society. 

** American Baptist Publication Society. 

‘* American Bible Union. 

‘“‘ American and Foreign Bible Society. 

‘* American Tract Society. 

‘¢ American Sunday-School Union. 

‘*The Missionary Societies of the Protestant 
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Methodist, Episcopal Methodist, and Moravian 
bodies respectively. 

“It is only an act of justice to the churches 
and Missionary Associations which have refused 
to receive slaveholders as members to record their 
names in honourable contrast with those who are 
implicated in the enormous iniquity of slavehold- 
ing. They are, therefore, subjoined. They re- 
side almost entirely in the Free States, and 
are grievously persecuted by their dissentient 
brethren. 

‘** American Baptist Free Mission, aided by 
about 10,000 members. 

** American Missionary Society, 
20,000. 

* American Free Presbyterians, nearly 1000. 

** American Free-Will Baptists, 49,215. 

** American ‘‘ Friends,” 300 congregations. 

** American Covenanters, a few hundreds. 

‘* American Wesleyan Methodists, 20,000. 

“It may be observed, that if ministers and 
members of Protestant churches are to retain 
their fellow-men in Slavery, without incurring 
the censure of the religious communities to which 
they belong, this procedure can scarcely be re- 
garded as any thing less than a practical de- 
claration that Slavery is not inconsistent with 
the principles of the Gospel.” 

IMMIGRATION OF COLOURED 
PERSONS INTO HAYTI. 


In the March number of the Reporter we 
published an appeal, addressed by the Hay- 
tian Government to the coloured race, in- 
viting them to repair to Hayti, and make 
it their home. It is producing the effect 
anticipated, and we have much pleasure 
in directing the attention of our friends 
to the subjoined highly-interesting communi- 
cations, tending to shew how thoroughly the 
Haytian Government appreciate the kindly 
sentiments of British philanthropists, and 
how desirous it is to promote the rapid 
settlement in the country of the descendants 
of the African race who are persecuted in 
America and elsewhere, or who are disposed 
to try their fortunes in a land where their 
own race govern. We would solicit our 
friends throughout the country to use their 
best efforts to obtain publicity for this 
article. 


aided by 


London, 18th April 1860. 

**IT send you, herewith, a translation of the ex- 
tract of the despatch received from the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Relations, and also one 
of the letter addressed by him to Mr. James Red- 
path, of Boston; which documents I had the 
pleasure to read to you last time Isaw you. I 
beg of you to observe, that the letter replying to 
Mr. Redpath’s inquiries about immigration into 
Hayti is dated previous to the appeal which you 
had the kindness to publish in the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter. 


“ Since the appeal, about five hundred immi- 
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grants from the United States have arrived in 
Hayti. They are chiefly from New Orleans. I read, 
in the last number of the Z'ravail, a newspaper 
published at Port-au-Prince, that eighty of them 
had arrived, with their agricultural implements, 
and had been directed into the country near St. 
Mare, a nice little town of the department of 
Artibonite, where they had established them- 
selves, and seemed to be much pleased with the 
kindness with which they were received by the 
population and the public functionaries. 

** Our Government is well disposed to encourage 
agriculture. A law has been passed to establish 
a bank, in order to make loans to proprietors and 
farmers, for the increase of their cultivations. 

** The Government has lately distributed a cer- 
tain number of mills for cleaning cotton, among 
the cotton-growers, and in order to induce them 
to produce more, the President has just pub- 
lished an arrété, in the Moniteur Haitien, of the 
3d of March, by which the following premiums 
are granted to the growers :—For any quantity, 
from three thousand to five thousand pounds of 
cotton, five hundred dollars (Haytian currency) ; 
for any quantity from five thousand to ten thou- 
sand pounds, one thousand dollars, (same cur- 
rency) ; for any quantity from ten thousand to 
twenty thousand pounds, fifteen hundred dollars 
(same currency) ; for all quantities above twenty 
thousand pounds, six thousand dollars (same 
currency). 

« Six more French professors have been sent 
for by the;Government, for two new colleges to be 
established. 

“The pupils of the naval school of Port-au- 
Prince, eighteen in number, started with the 
director, on board of a French vessel. They are 
going to visit the naval establishments of France 
and England, and they will return to Hayti on 
board one of the vessels that are now being built 
for the Government. 


EXTRACT FROM THE DESPATCH OF THE SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS, DATED 
MARCH 10TH, 1860. 


«The Haytian Government are happy to learn 
that English philanthropy has been excited by the 
increased persecutions with which men of our 
race in the United States havelately been over- 
whelmed. Being persuaded that the sojourn of 
these unfortunate men in that Republic will be- 
come more and more intolerable on account of 
these rigorous measures, the Government wish to 
induce them to come to Hayti, where they will 
find a country andahome. In order to attain 
this object, arrangements have been made, and 
several convoys of immigrants have already ar- 
rived in Hayti, and others are preparing to come. 
English philanthropists, who are entitled to 
a legitimate influence over that population, can 
render us efficacious co-operation under these 
cireumstances. By pointing to Hayti as their‘only 
asylum, they can contribute {to induco them to 
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come into our Republic. The Government think, 
therefore, that it is necessary to draw their at- 
tention to this subject. 

“It is easy to understand what good effects 
this immigration will produce, not only on the 
immigrants themselves, but also on our country ; 
in the welfare of which, as we know, those phil- 
anthropists take a great interest. I send you 
copy ofa despatch, which contains a statement of 
the principal arrangements made by the Govern- 
ment in favour of the immigrants. It was ad- 
dressed to Mr. James Redpath, a distinguished 
abolitionist of Boston.” 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE DESPATCH ADDRESSED 
TO JAMES REDPATH, ESQ. 
*“ Port-au-Prince, August 17th, 1859. 

‘* Srr,—I have the pleasure to transmit to you 
the reply to the questions contained in your 
letter of the 14th instant, addressed to His Ex- 
cellency the President of Hayti, and concerning 
immigration. 

“It is, above all, for the encouragement of 
agriculture in Hayti, that the Government wish 
to undertake this enterprise. They are there- 
fore disposed to grant special favours to persons 
belonging to that class, and willing to immigrate. 

‘¢ To husbandmen, or to persons who would 
come here with the intention of giving themselves 
up to the cultivation of the land, the Govern- 
ment will grant the following advantages : 

“Ist. Their passage will be paid at the rate 
of fifteen American dollars for each man or 
woman, and at the rate of eight dollars for 
children under twelve years of age, and old men 
above sixty years. 

‘2d. They will be fed and lodged for eight 
days previous to their being employed. 

‘* It is well that you should be acquainted with 
the manner in which contracts are most usually 
made here between the agriculturists and the pro- 
prietors. 

‘‘The proprietors furnish the lands and the 
manufactories, and the labourers are bound to 
cultivate the former. The produce is divided by 
halves: one-half belongs to the proprietors, and 
the other to the agriculturists. The immigrants 
will be able to make such contracts, if they wish. 

“They will find lands to buy from private 
citizens. The Government will sell at a reason- 
able price, and with facility for the payment, 
lands belonging to the State, which may be in 
the quarter where they establish themselves. 

‘¢The Government will extend to them the 
same protection as is enjoyed by the Haytians 
themselves. 

‘**A short time after their arrival in the coun- 
try they will be allowed to enjoy the same civil 
and political rights as the Haytians ; for, accord- 
ing to the civil code of Hayti, all persons of 
African or Indian extraction can, by fulfilling 
certain formalities, become Haytian, after one 
year’s sojourn in the country. 

“The religious creed of the immigrants, to 
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whatever sect of Christianity they may belong, 
will always be respected. They may freely exer- 
cise their worship. 

‘* They will never be called upon to defend the 
Roman-Catholic faith, should they belong to it 
or not. 

‘By alaw recently passed, military service, 
obligatory upon all Haytians, is limited to nine 
years. The citizens required for that service are 
designated by ballot. The Government, as a 
proof of its good disposition in favour of im- 
migration, will claim no military service from im- 
migrants. But this exception is not to be extended 
to their children when they reach the proper age. 

**The immigrants will belong to the National 
Guard, which meets on the first Sunday of every 
month ; but not for drill on that day. In case 
of any extraordinary emergency, more active 
service may be required from that corps. Bat 
then it will be a duty to be fulfilled in the gene- 
ral interest of the community by the citizens as 
well as by the immigrants. 

They will have free right to settle in any num- 
ber in any locality, but this will not exempt them 
from submission to the laws and to the authorities 
of the Republic. 

‘The actual Government, which seriously 
wishes to propagate public instruction, has esta- 
blished a great number of elementary schools, 
and intend to establish more. In these schools 
instruction is given at a cheap rate, and even 
gratis to some children. The immigrants’ 
children will, in this respect, enjoy the same 
privileges as those of the Haytians. 

** Nobody is prevented] by our laws from leav~ 
ing the country when he pleases. Haytians, 
however, who leave the country at any time of 
imminent danger, forfeit for ever their rights 
as citizens. Immigrants who wish not to re- 
main here are free to re-embark. But those 
whose introduction in the country has been paid 
for by the Government, will only be allowed to 
leave after three years’ sojourn. 

**Such are, Sir, the communications I am 
directed to transmit to you. Please to accept, 
Sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 

* The Secretary for State for Finance, and, ad 

interim, for Foreign Relations, 
(Signed) V. PLESANCE. 


EMIGRATION FROM CANADA OF 
FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


CoNSIDERABLE attention is being directed to 
the various quarters whence, it is hoped, a 
supply of labourers may be obtained, to sup- 

lement the alleged deficiency in our West- 

ndia Colonies ; and, amongst others, to Ca- 
nada. It is well known that many thousand 
slaves escape from the Southern States, every 
year, who find a home in Canada, the re- 
fugee population of which now numbers 
from 40,000 to 46,000. It has been sug- 

















114 


ested, from time to time, that if they could 

induced to migrate from the country they 
have, from necessity and present conve- 
nience, selected for their abode, and settle in 
Jamaica, and other of our West-India Co- 
lonies which are Sapp for immigrant 
labour, they would not only prove a most 
valuable acquisition to the population, but 
would greatly benefit themselves. The 
Daily News, and other journals, have been 
urging this view, and a correspondent of 
the Daily News, who writes to the Editor 
under the signature of “B,” even goes 
so far as to suggest that application should 
be made to Government, or to the Ex- 
chequer-Bill Commissioners, to advance 
100,0002., in sums of 400/., repayable by in- 
stalments extending over twenty years, to 
owners of estates who are willing to promote 
se plan of bringing over settlers from Ca- 
nada. 

We should be well pleased to see the re- 
fugees from the Slave States of America di- 
rect their flight towards our West-India Co- 
lonies, facilities for reaching which might 
easily be afforded them, either from any of 
the ports of the more Northern States, or 
from Canada. But we are of the very de- 
cided opinion, that, under the present con- 
dition of the labour-market in the West- 
Indies, they are infinitely better off in Ca- 
nada. We assert, upon the very best au- 
thority, that they can earn much more there 
than they could by estates’ labour in the 
West Indies ; while the facilities for obtain- 
ing land in the former country, and the 
prospects of comparative speedy inde- 
pendence, are infinitely superior. To at- 
tempt, therefore, at this moment, to induce 
the Canadian refugees to migrate from the 
country of their adoption—where they are, 
for the most part, doing well—to another 
where labour 1s only indifferently paid, and 
where the labourer must subject himself to 
numerous vexatious restrictions, would be a 
cruel deception, and the plan is one we feel 
we cannot support. According to the most 
reliable accounts, the quarters provided for 
the immigrant labourers, on estates in our 
West-India colonies, are destitute of the 
commonest means of decency and privacy. 
They are obliged to herd and huddle to. 
gether, irrespective of age or sex, and little 
account is taken of what passes in those 
haunts of promiscuous association. Wages 
are not regularly paid—at least it is so as- 
serted by men who are resident in those co- 
lonies, and whose evidence may be depended 
upon—nor is the labour-market free. It 
must not be imagined, either, that Govern- 
ment will advance more money to the plant- 
ing interest, to enable it to carry on its bu- 
siness. An application for a loan for immi- 
gration purposes was not so long since made 
ay one of the West-India colonies, which the 

olonial Minister peremptorily refused to sup- 
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port, adding, in so many words, that quite 
enough money had been advanced to the 
West Indies, out of the Imperial Exchequer, 
which would be closed against similar drains 
in future. ‘ B,” however, suggests a loan, 
not only for immigration, but for steam- 
loughs. In other words, Government is to 
urnish not only labour, but implements. 
Let this suggestion be acted upon, and we do 
not see why Government should not be re- 
quired, in the next place, to pay off the mort- 
gages upon estates, and even to instal “ B,” 
the projector himself, as a proprietor. We 
feel bound to say that such sugyestions are, 
in our estimation, eminently unpractical, and 
calculated to impede progress. They who 
require labour ought to defray the entire 
cost, and undertake the whole responsibility, 
of obtaining it. Assistance can be solicited 
only for those who have no capital; and 
these, as a class, would be better out of the 
field. Emigrants will be attracted to any 
country where labour commands a fair 
market value, and this it is certain to do 
where capital is abundant. Such is not the 
case in our West-India Colonies—in Jamaica 
especially—and the simple reason is that no 
security for it exists. Let an Encumbered- 
Estates’ Bill become operative, and this state 
of things would soon give way to one more 
wholesome. Proprietors would be found then, 
with money enough to pay labour, and to 
import it if needful, without the necessity of 
asking Government for assistance. 

We have been led into making these re- 
marks, chiefly because we consider it im- 
portant to call attention to the wise mea- 
sures the Haytian Government is taking, to 
attract settlers. In our March issue, we re- 
published the stirring appeal to the coloured 
race, made by the Haytian Minister of the 
Interior. In another column we give ex- 
tracts, from an official communication of the 
Haytian Government, to its representative in 
this country, and a ‘ew facts from the same 
source, shewing that the invited migration 
has already commenced. This enlightened 
legislation furnishes a striking contrast to 
the pitiable measures our own Government 
is sanctioning, for introducing a non-settling 
body of immigrants into our colonies; and 
this at an enormous expense. Yet no in- 
superable obstacles exist to offering to the re- 
fugees in Canada, advantages for settling in 
our colonies, equal to those held out by the 
Haytian Government with a view to attract 
an immigrant population into Hayti. The dif- 
ference in the form of government, and local 
circumstances, would render a modification 
of system necessary, but the idea might easil 
be adopted, and we feel certain it would, if 
carried out in a liberal spirit, be productive of 

eat results. Under existing circumstances, 

owever, we would advise the refugees in 
Canada to remain where they are, or— to emi- 
grate to Hayti. 
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OUR TWENTY REASONS AGAINST 
IMMIGRATION. 


Tur publication of the letter of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society to the Duke of Newcastle, 
setting forth the objections of the Committee 
to immigration as at present conducted, has 
excited the West-India press to the last de- 
gree. Some of the editors. abuse the Secre- 
tary ‘of the Society, and indulge in the 
grossest personalities. Others confine them- 
selves to a wholesale denial of the allegations, 
Without, however, attempting to disprove 
them, save in the most general terms. The 
Falmouth Post is exultant, because Mr. John- 
son, the editor of the Watchman, has veered 
round to the immigration point of the labour- 
compass, as though we had been guided by 
the expression of his views in forming our 
own conclusions. Mr. Johnson is at variance 
with himself on a vital point in this intricate 
question. Not so long ago, he boldly de- 
clared that the planters were not in want of 
labour, and that abundance was to be had, if 
they would only take the proper means of 
securing it. He takes a journey, and returns 
with altered opinions. He now asserts—as 
strongly as he ever did, the reverse—that 
labour 1s wanted, and that the planters must 
have it, because, in spite of all their efforts in 
the proper direction, they cannot secure the 
continuous work of the Creole. It is no busi- 
ness of ours to reconcile Mr. Johnson’s con- 
trary statements. It only appears to us, that 
before committing himself to his earlier opi- 
nions, he ought to have acquired such infor- 
mation as would have led him to form a de- 
liberate judgment. Our own views, how- 
ever, in no wise depended upon his, and his 
only guided ours, in so far as they agreed 
with those of other parties. It is sheer ab- 
surdity on the part of the editor of the Fal- 
mouth Post, to imagine, that if Mr. Under- 
hill’s journey through Jamaica result in 
convincing him labour from abroad is wanted, 
we should not accept his evidence to the 
fullest extent. We have never been solici- 
tous of establishing our opinion. We have 
only been anxious to procure information ; 
and in demanding a Committee of Inquiry 
to take whatever evidence is accessible in 
England, and the nomination of a Special 
Commission to pursue local investigation, we 
are giving the best proof of our entire dis- 
interestedness. The “ ‘Twenty Reasons’’ re- 
ferred to, we challenged the Government to 
disprove. We offered to meet a delegate, and 
substantiate those reasons from the Blue 
Book alone. Why was the proposal declined ? 
Wereiterate ourchallenge, and the West-India 
press would better secure the interests of the 
planters, if, instead of indulging in personali- 
ties, they would set themselves deliberately 
to disprove the “Twenty Reasons,” and to 
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shew as many in favour of their pet scheme 
of obtaining foreign labour at the public ex- 
pense, 


THE SLAVE-TRADE IN CHINESE. 


Our readers are aware that we have fre- 
quently called public attention to the exist- 
ence of a slave-trade in Chinese, carried on 
under the disguise of “ free immigration.” 
We have published, in our columns, extracts 
from correspondence, and from documents 
relating to the subject, and have more than 
once brought it under the notice of the Colo- 
nial Office. On the 5th of last month the 
Times newspaper reprinted a letter which 
had been addressed by the Allied Commander- 
in-Chief, at Canton, to the Foreign Consular 
body there, enclosing the depositions of 105 
men, who had been kidnapped, and conveyed 
on board certain vessels bound to Cuba. It 
also had a leader upon the transaction. A 
second also appeared in the same journal, on 
the 21st, in which it expressed its surprise 
that no notice had been taken of the facts it 
had made public, and accused the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society of remiss- 
ness of duty. We sent areply to the Times, 
vindicating the Society’s position, but we 

resume it did not suit the purpose of that 
journal to publish it. We can only expose 
the unfairness of this proceeding, and pub- 
lish the letter, with the communication 
which furnished the Times with the material 
for its articles, merely adding, that on this, 
as on many other occasions, it is assuming 
the credit of giving publicity to facts which 
had already been made known through other 
channels. 


THE KIDNAPPING OF COOLIES. 
(From the “* Times” of April 5th.) 

*‘ The following is the letter from the allied 
Commander-in-Chief in China to the foreign 
consular body at Canton, mentioned in our lead- 
ing article of this day: 

**¢ Canton, Jan. 12. 

‘«¢GENTLEMEN—We have the honour to for- 
ward for your information and consideration 
copies of a communication and its enclosures, 
from his Excellency Laon, the Commander-Ge- 
neral of these provinces, to the allied Commis- 
sioners, dated the 6th instant, requesting the 
allied Commanders-in-Chief to advise him as to 
the measures best calculated to effect the sup- 
pression of the Whampoa Coolie trade, carried on 
as this has lately been under circumstances most 
injurious to the character and interests of the 
foreign community. : 

***We also take this opportunity of placing 
before you the depositions of 105 men, who have 
lately been brought away from certain Coolie 
receiving ships at Whampoa, namely, the Ame- 
rican ships Messenger, Pioneer, Governor Morton, 
and the Oldenburg bark Fanny Kirchner: you 
will read with pain the particulars therein given 
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of the system of torture that has been pursued 
in order to wring from the victims of the trade a 
nominal consent to an eight years’ engagement 
in the island of Cuba, and you will see that a 
deception has been practised in order to induce 
them to believe that their shipment had received 
the sanction of their own authorities. Notice 
may also be taken of the assertion so et (30 
repeated in the depositions, that those Coolies 
who have not yet been removed from the above- 
named ships remain on board against their will, 
and that their endeavours to make that unwill- 
ingness known are suppressed by the persons who 
have them in charge. 

‘¢¢We doubt not that you will concur with us 
in thinking that it can be no sufficient defence of 
the system to say that this violence and decep- 
tion is, in most cases, the act of the Chinese, and 
not of foreigners, engaged in the trade. The lat- 
ter must, long ere this, have become acquainted 
both with the true character of the instruments 
they employ and the abuse to which the payment 
of head-money must lead; and there is, more- 
over, evidence to shew that the illtreatment of 
which the Coolies complain is not unfrequently 
inflicted on board the foreign vessels and by 
foreign hands. 

*** In case it should be thought that these de- 
positions are not deserving of full reliance, we 
should inform you that each witness was exa- 
mined separately and out of the hearing of his 
companions, and it is not easy to see what object 
the majority of the witnesses could have in fabri- 
cating falsehoods after they had once re-acquired 
their liberty. But in case some of your body 
would wish to test for themselves the accuracy 
of these statements, or to obtain further infor- 
mation from the witnesses themselves, we have 
sanctioned their temporary detention in Canton, 
in order that they may be brought before you if 
you desire it, 

**¢To the first-named letter from his Excel. 
lency Laon to the Commissioners we are now 
able to add another one, dated January 9, com. 
municating the course adopted in the case of the 
Fanny Kirchner, which his Excellency is desirous 
to shew is uniform with that pursued towards 
the American receiving ships. We have re- 
frained from any description of the fatal occur- 
rences of the night of the 4th instant on board 
the last-named vessel, or of the recent transac- 
tions connected with the Coolie cargo of the Mes- 
senger; but if, when engaged in the consideration 
of the subject, you should desire additional infor- 
mation, either as to the proceeding we have al- 
luded to or the general question of man-stealing 
as it is now extensively carried on in these dis- 
tricts for the supply of the Coolie trade, we may 
refer you to the allied Commissioners, who have 
ample details in their possession. 

**¢ Fully sensible, gentlemen, that the sugges- 
tion of those preventive measures which his Ex- 
cellency Laon is so anxious to see instituted ap- 
pertains rather to your province than that of the 
allied Commissioners, we would wish to place 
the matter in your hands, and to beg you to con- 
cert among yourselves the measures best calcu- 
lated to correct the abuses that have been brought 
to light. Wemay mention, however, that this is 

he second appeal which his Excellency has made 
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to us on this subject, the first being simultaneous 
with the issue of his recent circular to the Con- 
sular representatives, announcing to them the 
establishment of a system of free emigration, and 
requesting them to require theit respective coun~ 
trymen to conform to the rules upon which that 
system is based. It appears, however, that his 
xcellency’s requisition has been only partially 
complied with; for while several persons con- 
nected with the shipment of Coolies at Whampoa 
desisted from their operations on being warned 
by the Consular authorities of their illegal cha- 
racter, others again with little appreciation of 
his Excellency’s liberal concessions, and in direct 
opposition to his prohibitions, continued to collect 
Coolies through the agency of crimp-boats, and 
to receive them on board the abovementioned 
ships. The prevention of such proceedings in fu- 
ture, and the faithful observance of the rules 
established by the Governor-General, is the point 
which should now engage the attention of all re- 
sponsible persons in this community, connected 
so immediately as the subject is with the peace 
and order of this important port and the preser- 
vation of a good feeling between foreigners and 
the Chinese population. We confess that we do 
not ourselves see why it should be more difficult 
to control foreign vessels when engaged in the 
shipment of contract labourers than when fol- 
lowing any other ordinary operation. Whatever 
may be the steps necessary to secure the ends in 
view, you will, we are satisfied, see with us that 
the unscrupulous acts of a few persons, such as 
those we are now pointing out, are liable to imperil 
the best interest and even the personal safety of 
your communities; and that although the pre- 
sence of the allied force in this city may serve 
for a time to shield foreigners generally from the 
consequences of these acts, they may be followed 
by a serious recoil when that safeguard shall be 
withdrawn, unless due security against the 
wrongs complained of shall in the mean time have 
been provided. 
**To Baron G. de Frenquelye, Consul for 
France; Mr. C. A. Winchester, Consul for 
Great Britain; Mr. O. H. Perry, Consul for 
the United States; Mr. R. Carlowitz, Consul 
for Prussia, Saxony, &c.; J. des V. Vander- 
hoeven, Consul for the Netherlands; Senor 
Orbeta y Suerbegaray, Consul for Spain; Mr. 
T. C. Leslie, Consul for Portugal; Mr. Ro- 
ert Jardine, Consul for Denmark; Mr. W. 
. Bryans, Consul for Belgium; Mr. Walde- 
mar Nissen, Consul for Hanse Towns; Mr. C. 
Orne, Consul for Sweden and Norway; and 
other foreign representatives at Canton. 


*¢ ¢ DEPOSITIONS OF KIDNAPPDD COOLIES 
BROUGHT FROM WHAMPOA. 
‘** TAKEN FROM AMERIOAN SPIP. 

“61, Ung Cheo-Foo, a Tartar, states — About 
twelve days ago I was selling herbs in the street 
of Canton; it was in the south suburbs. A man 
(Chinese) came up and asked me to go to Honam 
to fetch something to Canton. Got into a boat, 
and was taken to Chung Chow. I objected to 
go to that place, and was struck. I was placed 
on board a foreign ship, and asked if I would go 
to a foreign country.’ I declined. The foreigner 
said 1 was to be taken back as I had refused to 
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go. Iwas again put into the kidnapping boat, 
and beaten on my back with the flat of a sword. 
I received four blows, and was told I must, when 
on board the foreign ship, say I was willing to 
go, or I should be killed. I was afraid, and 
consented to go. I was kept below in the foreign 
ship, my dress was changed, and I was not al- 
lowed,on deck. There were 189 Coolies down in 
this place. We had plenty of room, and plenty 
to eat. All were unwilling to go, and had been 
kidnapped. Six days ago I was brought away 
rom the foreign vessel. 


‘66 TAKEN FROM AMERICAN SHIP. 


“2. Shue A-yeung, a Tartar, states—About 
twenty days ago I was selling silk in the western 
suburb. ‘Two men accosted me, and said they 
could sell me some better goods than mine, 
and at a very cheap rate. This silk was on 
board a junk in the river. I went on board with 
them, and was seized, and taken to a foreign 
vessel at Chung Chow, on board which ship I 
was asked if I was willing to emigrate. I re- 
fused, and was taken back to the Chinese boat, 
was cruelly beaten with a thick board, receiving 
a hundred blows on all parts of my body, and 
told that if I did not say I was willing the next 
time the foreigner asked, I should be Killed, and 
iny body thrown into the river. I consented then, 
being afraid, and was taken to the foreign vessel 
again. Some time after this a foreign gentleman 
came on board and asked me some questions. I 
explained who I was, and that I could not be a 
Coolie. After this I was sent down below, and a 
foreigner, of what country I am not aware, 
struck me with his fist for having refused. I 
saw it was no use resisting any longer. My 
clothes were changed, and I was kept below. My 
father, accompanied by a foreign gentleman, 
came for me. I am thirty-four years of age. 
Have a wife and two children. 


*** TAKEN FROM AMERICAN SHIP. 


«3, Cha Yow, a Chinese, states—I am thirty- 
five years of age and unmarried: am a workman 
employed on the White Cloud Mountain. About 
fifteen days ago I was seized by ten Chinese, 
armed with swords and pikes. I cried out, but 
no one came to me: it was night. 1 was dragged 
away to Tung Poo, near Whampoa. I was taken 
on board a foreign ship, and asked by foreigners 
if I was willing to emigrate. I said ‘*No.” I 
was again put on board the Chinese boat and 
beaten afresh, the same as before, and threat- 
ened that if I did not consent to emigrate when 
asked again, I should be killed. I consented 
under fear. I do not know of any Coolies having 
been killed in that way, but it was said among 
the Coolies that some had been beaten to death. 
I received one dollar to purchase something to 
eat; was middling well treated on board the fo- 
reign ship, fed twice a day; did not see any one 
beaten on board that ship. 


** “TAKEN FROM AMERICAN SHIP. 


+4, Cha A-Ung—TI am twenty-five years of age, 
unmarried, and brother to the last man exa- 
mined. (Repeats the same story exactly). 
‘** TAKEN FROM AMERICAN SHIP. 
7.'* 5. Leung A-Chew, a Chinese, states—I am 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





eee eee 


117 


twenty-three years old: am a Coolie. More 
than a month back I was in the south suburb, 
and met two Chinese, who offered me work as a 
Coolie at Honam. I toldthem that I was afraid 
to go there as so many kidnappers were about. 
They told me notto beafraid, as they would protect 
me. I got into a boat, and, against my wish, was 
taken to Chung Chow. Arrived there, I was 
asked if I would be an emigrant and go on board 
a foreign ship. I refused, and was beaten by 
the fist and also kicked. I was taken on board 
the foreign ship, and on my again refusing to 
emigrate, when asked by the foreigners, I was 
reconducted to the Chinese boat, beaten and 
kicked, and given my choice of consenting or 
being killed. I consented, and was taken on 
oard. 


‘¢ ©TAKEN FROM OLDENBURG SHIP. 


‘6. Chow E-Wy, a Chinese, states—I am 
twenty-three years of age. Ama Coolie. Was 
seized twenty-eight days ago. I lived in Sam- 
po-hew. A party of robbers, about thirteen in 
number, came to my friend’s house and seized 
me: I was tied and gagged. The robbers had 
pikes, swords, and shields. I know two of the 
robbers: one is called Wong Man Quong, the 
other Fan-ting Kwei: the first lives in Sin- 
chune, the other in Loong-gan-tung. I was 
taken to fung Poo, then to Chung Chow, to a 
boat, where I was asked if I would emigrate. I was 
beaten if I refused; beaten with a rope, and told, 
that if I refused when asked on board the foreign 
vessel I should be brought back and killed. I 
was asked on board the foreign vessel, and re- 
fused to go. Was brought on board the Chinese 
boat, and again beaten with a rope: then I said 
I was willing to go. I received one dollar from a 
foreigner. 


‘*°TAKEN FROM AN AMERICAN SEIP. 


“¢7, Chow A-Chow, a Chinese, states—I am 
thirty years of age, and live at Wong-ke Kong. 
Am unmarried. A month since a party of rob- 
bers came to my house, stole all my property, 
and took me away to Tung Poo, thence to Chung 
Chow, and there told me I was sold as a Coolie, 
asking me if I was willing to go. I refused, and 
was tied up and beaten with the flat of a sword. 
I was then sent to the foreign ship, where I was 
asked by a foreigner if I would like to go abroad. 
I said ** No,” and was taken back and beaten 
again the same as before. I was again taken to 
the foreign ship, and again refused when asked to 
emigrate; taken back and beaten again. I was 
then informed, that if I was unwilling I was to 
be killed. I therefore consented. On board the 
foreign ship I was asked by the foreigners if I 
was willing to go, and, replying in the negative, 
I was again beaten by the foreigners with a rat- 
tan. I received about four blows, and was placed 
in the hold. After this I was released by those 
who came for me, I saw Coolies beaten on 
board the foreign ship: it was because they re- 
fused to work when called on so to do.” 

‘¢ The depositions are 105 in number, and al- 
most precisely similar to those we have quoted.” 

The following is a copy of the letter we 
addressed to the Editor of the Times: 


‘‘Siz,—I beg to call your attention to ‘the 
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enclosed documents. They shew that the Anti- 
Slavery Society, whose activity you call in ques- 
tion, needed not to be stirred up to its duty in the 
matter of the slave-trade in Chinese. More than 
a year ago it issued the Rev. W. De la Porte’s 
statement, a copy of which was sent to the press 
generally throughout the country. We sought 
to give equal publicity, through the same chan- 
nel, to our memorial to the Duke of Newcastle, 
presented by a deputation from the Society on 
the 28th of July last. You will observe that the 
employment of British ships and British capital, 
in this new slave-traffic, is prominently alluded 
to in it. The correspondence you have published 
discloses no new facts. It only shews that the 
immigration mania has led to the extension of 
the competition for men, and to the opening of 
new sources of supply. Eight years ago Sir 
John Bowring laid bare the whole system, and 
he has since furnished information which leaves 
no doubt that the demand for men is not likely 
to be responded to, save to a very limited extent, 
without giving rise to crimping and kidnapping. 
The Parliamentary Papers relating to immigra- 
tion from China, contain abundant evidence of 
the correctness of his views. The Slave-trade 
Papers also shew what becomes of the unfortu- 
nate Chinese who are decoyed away to Cuba and 
Peru; and our Society’s annual reports have 
again and again directed public attention to the 
fate of these so-called ‘free immigrants.’ A 
knowledge of these facts led us to solicit an in- 
quiry into the operation of the present system of 
immigration. Few Chinese have, as yet, been 
conveyed to our West-India colonies, but Bills 
have been passed sanctioning immigration into 
them from China; and although we may hope 
that the British agents will use every precaution 
to prevent fraud, and the shipment of immi- 
grants who have been kidnapped, or inveigled 
into contracts, the cupidity of the dealers in men 
is certain to be excited by the premium payable 
on each individual shipped, and they will devise 
means of defeating the vigilance of the Consuls. 
I have, in my possession, an original contract, 
taken from the dead body of a Chinese immi- 
grant. He signed this document, which bears, 
as its heading, the words, ‘Contract for Deme- 
rara.’ Many of his countrymen set their mark 
to a similar one. They were shipped on board 
a British vessel, which obtained her clearance 
papers at Hong Kong—all in due course—but the 
* free emigrants’ were landed in Cuba. The case 
is not a solitary one, and illustrates the system. 
Bear in mind, this barefaced fraud was prac- 
tised in a port where our Consul has jurisdiction. 
There are five such, but the officials have no 
right of interference when the Chinese slaver— 
for I can call the vessel by no other name—hoists 
the American or any other foreign flag. There 
are also other ports—Swatow, for instance, and 
Whampoa— where we have no Consuls, and from 
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these the slave-trade is carried on with impu- 
nity. 

‘**You suggest that the Earl of Elgin ought to 
have been instructed ‘to make the suppression of 
this infamous commerce one of the imperative 
objects of his mission.’ You do not seem to be 
aware that the Chinese authorities have prohi- 
bited it under the severest penalties. It is con- 
trary to their laws, and to their domestic polity. 
Those who engage in it, and are detected, are 
crucified; but so long as a premium is paid for 
men, wretches will always be found willing to 
undertake the supplying of them at any risk. 
The greater the competition the higher the pre- 
mium. By sanctioning a wholesale immigra- 
tion of Chinese into our West-India colonies, our 
Government has stimulated this competition for 
men and women, and it is, therefore, not free to 
remonstrate with other powers against the conti- 
nuance of a system it has itself contributed to 
establish, and has, to a certain extent, legalized. 
As to the ‘system of free immigration,’ referred 
to in the letter from the allied Commanders-in- 
Chief at Canton, there has always been ‘free 
emigration’ from China. Emigrants, who are 
really free, go to Australia, California, the 
Straits, or elsewhere, at their own expense, in 
vessels chartered by themselves, and under their 
own headmen. They belong to the better class 
of the labouring population, and take their la- 
bour to an open market, where they sell it to the 
highest bidder. This is truly ‘free emigration,’ 
and, ifsuch could be established to our West- 
India colonies, it would be a good thing for them, 
and for the emigrants; but wages there are not 
sufficiently high to tempt them to emigrate thi- 
ther; hence, recourse is had to the ‘ immigration 
system,’ which results in kidnapping, fraud, vio- 
lence, and slave-trading. 

* You ask, ‘ What shall we do to stop it?’ If 
you will throw the weight of your iufluence into 
the scale of humanity, and aid us in our attempt 
to obtain a Committee of Inquiry into the pre- 
sent system of immigration, something may be 
done. Perhaps you will allow this appeal to 
have due weight with you. 

“T am, Sir, 
** Yours obediently, 
(Signed) ‘ L. A. CHamERovzow, Sec. 
* 27 New Broad Street, E.C., 
** 20th April 1860.” 


As a further illustration of this infamous 
system, we append a cutting from a New- 
York paper : 


“‘From Boston another Coolie mutiny on board 
ship had been reported. The ship Norway, of 
New York, Captain Major, when five days out 
on the passage from Macao to Havana, with 
about 1000 Coolies, was the scene of a terrible 
mutiny, in which thirty Coolies were killed and 
ninety wounded. The fight lasted from six r.a. 
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till daylight the next morning, when the Coolies 
yielded. Captain Major had his wife and two 
daughters, and also a lady passenger and child 
on board. The lady passenger died of fright, and 
her child expired soon afterwards. The following 
account of the affair is given in the papers: 

* The Norway sailed from Maeao, November 26, 
with about 1000 Coolies on board, and, when five 
days out, at about six o’clock in the evening, the 
captain being below at the time, a mutiny cole 
out among the Coolies, who set fire to the ship in 
two places, and endeavoured to force the hatches. 
Mr. Stimpson, of Boston, one of the mates, had 
charge of the deck, and the watch, with the ex- 
ception of the man at the wheel, was aloft taking 
in sail. Mr. Stimpson rushed to the hatch and 
commenced the struggle. The crew from aloft, 
and those below, tried to seize the boats and leave 
the ship, when the surgeon, an English gentle- 
man, drew his pistol, and threatened to shoot the 
first man who dared to make that attempt. The 
crew then rallied, and went to the assistance of 
the officers, and a fight ensued, which continued 
from six in the evening until after daylight next 
morning. Thirty of the Coolies were killed, and 
more than ninety were wounded before the mu- 
tiny was quelled. The captain then gave the 
Coolies one hour to deliver up the arms in their 
possession: if they did not, he threatened to cut 
away the masts, set fire to the ship, take away 
the boats and provisions, and leave them to their 
fate. The mutineers soon came to terms.” 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPOREER. 


119 


locality in the Indian Qeean. From their peeu- 
liar position they are admirably adapted to con- 
stitute an emporium for the multitude of useful 
products of the neighbouring countries, and from 
them the Consul could, in the healthy season, 
visit such of the adjacent points on the Coast of 
Africa and the Island of Madagascar, as may be 
deemed suitable for opening new channels for 
commerce. 

‘* Being aware that the proper discharge of the 
functions appertaining to such an appointment 
requires special qualifications, and having had 
our attention directed to the lengthened services, 
in Africa, of Mr. J. Lyons M‘Leod, late Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Mozambique, and to the zeal 
and ability with which he has so perseveringly 
prosecuted mercantile enterprise, geographical 
discovery, and the suppression of the slave-trade, 
for a period extending over seventeen years, we 
beg to suggest to your Lordship that he is a per- 
son who, from tried experience, is well qualified 
for the performance of this duty, and recommend 
him to the favourable notice of your Lordship. 

“ THomas Bazigy, 
J. ASPINALL TURNER, 
Epp. AsHwortn, Vice-President 
Cotton Supply Association, : 
W. Wanxtyn, Bury, 
RosBert GLADSTONE.” 





FLOATING CONSULATE FOR EAST 
AFRICA. 


Tue following is the text of the Memorial 

for a floating Consulate on the East Coast of 

Africa, to which reference is made in our 

Summary. 

“To the Right Honourable Lorp Joun RussE xt, 
M.P., Her Majesty's principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, &c. &c. 

“We, the undersigned, manufacturers, mer- 

chants, and others, of Manchester, are impressed 

with the conviction that the period has arrived 
when a large and lucrative trade may be speedily 
developed on the East Coast of Africa, and the 

Island of Madagascar. This trade would greatly 

benefit the manufacturers of this country, as 

well as the natives of those regions. ‘The culti- 
vator of cotton would be encouraged, as well as 
those of other raw materials, which would obtain 

@ constant market in Europe. We therefore 

respectfully beg to draw your Lordship’s atten- 

tion to the necessity of furnishing adequate pro- 
tection to British merchants in those parts, by 
the appointment of a Consular authority for the 

East Coast of Africa and the Indian Ocean, who 

might occasionally visit every important district 

and station in the region under his jurisdiction, 
and)whose head-quarters might be at the Sey- 
chelles. 

‘These islands are now within three week’s 
communication of London, and form the healthiest 








AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVEY ITEMS. 


Bucuanan on Human Sroox. — President 
Buchanan is a grave statesman. Gravity is a 
quality peculiarly American. The most pre- 
posterous anecdotes about snakes and spirits are 
related by citizens of the United States with a 
composure of face that is more wonderful than 
the anecdotes. But, for profound seriousness of 
statement, is there any thing outrageous in even 
American romance to match the subjoined para- 
graph in the President’s Message to Congress ?— 
“‘ It is a striking proof of the sense of justice which 
is inherent in our people that the property in 
slaves has never been disturbed, to my know- 
ledge, in any of the territories. Even throughout 
the late troubles in Kansas there has not been 
any attempt, as I am credibly informed, to in- 
terfere in a single instance with the right of the 
master. Had any such attempt been made, the 
judiciary would doubtless have afforded an ade- 
quate remedy. Should they fail to do this here- 
after, it will then be time enongh to strengthen 
their hands by further legislation. Had it been 
decided that either Congress or the territorial 
Legislature possess the power to annul or impair 
the right to property in slaves, the evil would be 
intolerable.” Mr. Buchanan talks about pro- 
perty in slaves with the calm assurance of a 
moral philosopher ; just as if he had not the 
least idea that the title to such property had ever 
been disputed. He speaks of the right to that 
sort. of property as coolly and confidently as if 
he really believed that such right was something 
distinct from might. Yet, in a subsequent part 
of his Message, he condemns the slave-trade. 
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What objection is there to the slave-trade, if it is 
ible to acquire a right of property in slaves ? 
f slaves are peauty, tae do they differ from 
buffaloes in a commercial sense, and in what re- 
spect is the slave-trade worse than the buffalo- 
trade? That Americans are in a fix with respect 
to Slavery—the evil legacy of ancestors—that 
immediate abolition of that vicious institution is 
impracticable, and that its present maintenance 
is a deplorable necessity, are things that one en- 
dowed with a real sense of justice may be con- 
ceived capable of saying with a grave face. But 
to talk of the right of property in slaves as though 
under a solemn conviction of its moral existence 
is surely possible only to those who are inspired 
with that peculiar sentiment which Mr. Buchanan 
happily describes as ‘* the sense of justice which 
is inherent in our people.”— Punch. 

CAPTURE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE-SHIP.— 
The following is an extract of a letter dated 
from HerMajesty’s ship Pluto, at sea, Nov.30 
1859: “We left Mayomba on Friday last, and 
stood out for a cruise. We are now about 
200 miles off the land, and yesterday and the 
day before we chased a Yankee brigantine, 
but without success. This morning, however, 
we captured the notable Orion, with 888 
slaves on board. Only fancy, after the 
Yankees have sent her to New York, and 
she has been let go, and now the Yankees 
have taken her to New York, and she has 
been let go, and now the Yankees have taken 
her into the Congo and detained her, and the 
Triton had her in tow, that we should take 
her with very little trouble. It wasa glorious 
sight. I shall never forget it. We saw her 
at daylight, about eight or ten miles off, and 
steamed after her, coming up to her in about 
an hour. Well, we did not hoist our colours 
till we were close to her, and then she sent 
up the stars and stripes. Then we steamed 
round her, and her captain sung out ‘ Orion,’ 
and that she was going to New York ; so our 
captain said he would board her, and as he 
was stepping out of the boat to go on board, 
they pulled down their colours, tore them in 
half, and hove them overboard. Our men 
then gave three cheers, which were answered 
by the liberated slaves in a manner that we 
shall all remember as long as we live. She 
is a splendid prize. This is a great loss to 
the slaveholders, as they feel the loss of slaves 
more than ships, and this makes 2080 taken 
in less than two months.” From previous 
letters it appears thatthe Orion was captured 
in April last by Her Majesty’s steamer 
Triton: she then nailed the American flag to 
her mast, and refused to surrender, but was 
afterwards taken ss of by the Ame- 
rican cruisers, and conveyed to New York.— 
(Times, Feb. 1, 1860.) 
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TESTIMONIAL TO MR. CONSUL 
M‘LEOD. 


Susscriptions to the above testimonial may 
be sent—on behalf of anti-slavery friends— 
to L. A. Chamerovzow, 27 New Broad Street, 
E.C. The subjoined is a list of sums sub- 
scribed up to the present time. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
J. Ingram Travers, Esq., F.R.G.S. . 
Rev. R. Greswell, M.A., F.R.S., 
ft EP at Gan eee ear My Sa 
Thomas Hodgkin, Esq.,M.D.,F.R.G.S. 
Thomas Bazley,Esq..M.P.. . . . 
Sir Roderick Murchison, G.C.St.S., 
© eee QRS Se me te 
Miss Atherton, Manchester. . . 
D. S. Clayton, Esq., ditto . . 
R. Barnes, Esq., ditto 
Joseph Sharples, Esq., Hitchin ‘ 
Robert Alsop, Esq, Stoke Newington, 
Robert Charleton, Esq., Bristol A 
Dr. John Epps, London . . 
Samuel Sturge, Esq., ditto . . 
Thomas Letchworth, Esq., Exeter . 
Jonathan Rees, Esq., Neath, S.W. 
William Shields, Esq., Lanchester 
Richard Allen, Esq., Dublin 
AlLady . 5 FU ret ite ite HS 
Friends to Emancipation, Bath . 
C. Buxton, Esq , M.P., London 
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Avbertisements. 


ABORIGINES’ PROTECTION SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of this Society will be 
held at the Friends’ Meeting House, White 
HartCourt,Gracechurch Street, onWednesday 
the 23d of May. The chair will be taken at 
half-past seven o’clock precisely. The attend- 
ance of all pérsons who are anxious to pre- 
serve the existence and maintain the rights 
of the native races subject to the British 
Crown, is earnestly invited. 


PORTRAIT OF THE HON.C.SUMNER. 


Durine the Hon. C. Sumner’s stay in Eng- 
land, he was prevailed _ to sit for his 
portrait, to Messrs. Myall and Polyblanks, 
the celebrated photographers. The result 
was a likeness which has been pronounced 
admirable by all who have seen it. Only 
six were taken, two of which—ordered at the 
time by persons since deceased—remain on 
the hands of the Secretary of the Anti- 
Slavery Society. He will be happy to dis- 
pose of them for the mere cost of the impres- 
sion and mounting, namely 10s. 6d. each. 
They are quite suitable for the reading-room 
or the library of Anti-Slavery Societies. 
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